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The Sufficiency and Perfection of | 
the Holy Scriptures, &c. 


HERE is nothing more readily and more 
ar univerſally allowed by Proteſtants, than that 
= the Holy Scriptures are a perfect Rule of Faith 
aud Manners. By this Weapon they have 
often vanquiſhed their Popiſb Adverſaries, 
and therefore have greatly triumphed in it: 
but in Diſputes among themſelves, have been either afraid 
or aſhamed to produce it; or elſe have ſo unskilfully ma- 
naged it, as to wound the very Cauſe they have deſigned 
to defend by it. | 1 | | 
If Proteſtants don't maintain their Ground by this Boun- 
dary, they know the Papiſts would ſoon over-run-them ; 
and yet they have frequently. endeavoured to gain Ground 
one of another, by leaping over it. | | 
Some Perſons have SG it a good Argument to at- 
tack others with, but not at all fit to be rough againſt 
Sn and tho it cuts deep into their Adverſaries 
uſe, yet loſes its edge when turned againſt themſelves. 
Others have uſed it, but with ſome ſecret Reſerves 3 
nd tho they have acknowledg'd the Scriptare to be a per- 
ect Rule, yet have ſaved room for ſome darling Opinions; 
which they think as important as Scripture itſelf, becauſe 
certainly contained in it; or becauſe they think the Scrip- 
ture almoſt uſeleſs and inſignificant without them. 


n Some 
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Some indeed have adhered to this Proteſtant Principle 
as far as they have perceived its Conſequences ; but for 
want of tracing them thoroughly, have not ſo exactly 
conformed to it, as it is probable they have deſired to do, 

[ ſhall therefore endeavour to explain this Principle, 
That the Scripture is a ſufficient and perfett Rule, Viz. ſuffi- 
cient to anſwer all the Ends for which we wanted a Rule, 
and that is all the Ends which Chriſtianity is deſigned to 
promote: and hence it will appear, that whatſoever Ends 
the Scripture will not anſwer, cannot be truly Chriſtian, 
And, to be as clear as poſſible, I ſhall conſider the matter 
under theſe Four Heads. 


I. How the Scripture isa Rule. 

II. For what it is a Rule, and to what Ends it is given. 
III. Shew that it is ſufficient to accompliſh thoſe Ends. 
IV. Make ſome Corollaries, * 


I. Let us conſider how the Scripture is a Rule. And in 
a ſtrict and proper Senſe, a Rule is a Meaſure, whereby 
we try material things, in order to judge of ſome Qualities 
which are to be determined to belong to thoſe things, or 
to be wanting, according as they agree or diſagree to their 
Rule: and ſo in a figurative Senſe, the Scripture is a Mea- 
ſure, whereby we are to try and judge of all thoſe things 
concerning which God has revealed his Mind and Will to 


us; and are bound to believe things true or falſe, worthy 


to be received or to be rejected, juſt as they agree or diſ- 
agree with the Scripture, And herein I can't do my Rea- 


der a greater Pleaſure, than by tranſcribing the Words of 


the excellent Dr. Tilforſon : © A Rule (ſays he) when we 
& ſpeak of a Rule of Faith, is a metaphorical Word, which 
« in its firſt and proper Senſe, being applied to material 
4e and ſenſible things, is a Meaſure, according to which 
« we judge of the ſtraitneſs and crookedneſs of things: 
cc and hence it is transfer'd by Analogy to things moral 
44 and intellectual. A moral Rule is the Meaſure accord- 
“ing to which we judge whether a thing be good or evil 
„and the Agreement or Diſagreement of our Actions 
4 to this Rule, is ſuitably to the Metaphor called Recti- 
&« tude, or Obliquity. An intellectual Rule is the Mea- 
© ſare according to which we judge whether a thing be 
& true or falſe. ..,.. So that the general Notion of « 
« Rule is, that it is a Meaſure, by the Agreement or Diſ⸗- 


© agree- 
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« agreement to which we judge of all things of that kind 

«to which it belongs. Rule of Faith, S. 1. | 
This Notion of a Rule is very clear, and can hardly be 
diſputed, But it may be added for the preſent purpoſe, 

that it is requiſite a Rule ſhould be a thing fixed and a- 
greed upon, and that it ſhould be plain and certain; be- 
canſe. without theſe Properties it can't be known and uſed 
28 2 Rule, nor in its uſe be exact and perfect. That which 
is wavering and uncertain, can be no Rule; becauſe it 
does not help one to judge truly of any thing, but rather 
draws one into a wrong Judgment, or at leaſt leaves one 
to Doubts and Uncertainties, which a Rule is deſigned to 
prevent and put an end unto. 

« A Rule of Faith ( ſays this great Man) is the Meaſure 

& according to which we judge what matters we are to 
ce aſſent to, as revealed to us by God, and what not. And 
« more particularly, the Rule of Chriſtian Faith is the 
« Meaſure according to which we are to judge what we 
© ought to aſſent to, as the Doctrine revealed by Chriſt 
«to the World, and what not. hid.“ 

The Scripture is ſuch a Rule of Faith ;, and beſides, it is 
4 Rule of Manners : for it not only determines what we 
are to believe, but alſo what we are to do, and that in 
all things of a religious nature. And as a Rule, it has 
theſe Properties : 

1. It is fixed and ſettted for this purpoſe. The Autho- 
rity of God has made. it the Meaſure and Standard accord- 
ing to which Men ought to judge of his Mind and Will, 
as far as he has made it known. Our Conſent, which does 
in ſome caſes determine and ſettle what ſhall be a Rule 
cannot be necefſary here; becauſe God has an abſolute 
right over us: and if we acknowledge that he has revealed 
himſelf to us, and that the Scriptures are his Word, we 
are bound to receive every thing contained therein as true, 
and juſt, and right, becauſe of the Veracity and Goodneſs 
of God, which make it impoſſible that he ſhould impoſe 
upon his Creatures. No Man therefore is left to his own 
Diſcretion, to receive the Scripture as a Rule, or not; 
and to make uſe of it as ſuch : becauſe God, our abſolute 

vereign, has determin'd it to be ſo, none other being 
capable of ſearching into his Mind, and making it known 
to us, No Man hath ſeen God at any time, the only begot- 
ten Son which is in the Boſom of the Father, he has declared 
him; John 1. 18. 
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(6) 
2. The Scripture as a Rule, is plain and intelligible : 
and indeed, it can be a Rule no farther than it is ſo, What 
is not to be underſtood, can't be propoſed as a Rule by a 
good and merciful God, who never requires impoſlible 
things; neither can be received or made uſe of by us as a 
Rule, becauſe it can't help us to judge of any thing. And 
ſince the Scripture is made a Rule for all, for Perſons of 
weak as well as of ſtrong Capacities, for the Learned and 
Unlearned too, it muſt of neceſſity be plain. And becauſe 
it is given to direct us in religious Matters only, which 
are to be performed with clear Underſtanding and full 
Conſent, this alſo confirms the Plainneſs and Clearneſs of 
Scripture ; upon which account it is compared to 4 Light 
that hineth in a darſ place, 2 Pet. 1. 19. | 

3. The Scripture as a Rule is alſo certain and deciſive ; 
for it is given us by God, who cannot lye, and whoſe 
Words are all true in the utmoſt exactneſs. Therefore 
the Scripture, in its primitive Simplicity, and in the con- 
dition wherein it was delivered by God, contains as much 
abſolare Certainty, as any Mathematical Meaſure can do: 
And in its preſent Condition, has as much Certainty as 
is requiſite to make it a perfect Rule, being ſufficient to 
determine all our Doubts, and to decide all Diſputes. 

The original Writings of Moſes and the Prophets, the 
Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, have undoubtedly periſhed long 
ago, thro the unavoidable Injuries of Time; but it is well 
known that the Jews have been always very zealous, even 
unto Superſtition, to preſerve their Copies pure and un- 
corrupted, from one Age to another, So that there is no 
great queſtion but the Old Teſtament has been tranſmitted 
down to us entire and free from any conſiderable Faults, 
of which the Agreement of the Samaritan Copy with the 
Jewish Bibles, and that at the diſtance of above two thou- 
ſand Years, and notwithſtanding the old Quarrel between 
the two Nations has been propagated all the while, is an 


undeniable Proof, as the learned Author of the Remarks || 


upon a Diſcourſe of Free- Thinking has ſhewn, Part 1. þ.53- 

And that the Jews, before the coming of Chriſt, did 
not defignedly corrupt the Text, is certain, becauſe he ne- 
ver blamed them on this account: for it can't be ſuppoſed 
that he ſhould fo freely reprove them for other Crimes, 
and particularly charge them with rendring the Command- 
ments of God ineffettual by their Traditions, and with teach. 


ing for Doctrines the Commandments of Men, and yet 2 
Es, ns Ver- 


1 
1 


.. 

k their corrupting the Text itſelf, which would 
8 been the — Crime of all; and above all others 
needed Animadverſion. But our Lord was fo far from 
charging them with this, that he does tacitly excuſe and 
acquit them of it, when he refers Perſons ſo often to the 
Scriptures, and charges them to ſearch and conſult them, 
in order to diſcover him to be the true Meſſiah. 

And that they have not done it fince our Saviour's 
time, is alſo very evident; fince thoſe places which Chriſt 
| and his Apoſtles have quoted in the New Teſtament, a- 
WM eree to the reading of the Old. Whence it appears, that 
there has been no Alteration in them. And if the Jews 
had at all corrupted the Old Teſtament, no doubt they 
would have done it in oppoſition to Chriſtianity': but e- 
ven the Prophecies of Chriſt, and thoſe Places which make 
WV moſt for the Chriſtian Religion, continue as firm and per- 
tinent to that purpoſe, as ever. Nay, ſome have obſer- 
ved, that where the Hebrew Bible differs from the Greek, 
or Latin, (which is not in matters of great moment) 
the difference is rather againſt the Jews than for them *. 
Beſides, the Old Teſtament has been — by Chriftians 
as well as by Jews, and that from the very beginning of 
Chriſtianity : and as ſoon as Chriſtians and Jews began to 
ſepzrate from one another,and their Religions to be looked 
upon as oppoſite ; mutual Jealouſy could not but reſtrain 
each (ide from attempting to corrupt the Text, or make 
it impoſſible to effect it. | 

And there is abundance of reaſon to believe, that the 
New Teſtament has been preſerved with no leſs Care and 
Succeſs, The original Writings were not entruſted in 
the hands of private Perſons, but committed to the Care 
of whole Churches : and during the Lives of thoſe Per- 
ſons, whoſe Names the Sacred Writings do bear, and o- 
thers who were living Witneſſes of the things therein 
contained, it could not but be a vain and fooliſh Attempt 
for any to go about to alter them, While they lived, they 
were themſelves the Aſſertors and Defenders of the Sacred 
Writings; and upon their Deceaſe this Charge devolv'd 
upon the whole Body of Chriſtians, who cannot be ſuſ- 

ed in the leaſt to have been careleſs and indolent in 2 


tter upon which all Chriſtianity did depend. The Ori- 
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ginals themſelves were preſerved for a conſiderable * time, 
and none were allowed to take Copies of them, but Perſons 
whoſe Diligence and Integrity were well known and ap- 
proved by the Church; which therefore was done with a 
great deal of Care and Exactneſs, till ſuch a Number of Co- 

ies was diſperſed all over the World, that it was judg'd ab- 

rd and ridiculous in any to pretend to falſify them; inſo- 
much that the Hereticks of the earlieſt Riſe ſcarce ever at- 
tempted this way to corrupt the Chriſtian Faith, They did 
not pretend to produce other — as more genuine or pure 
than thoſe which were in poſſeſſion of the Orthodox; but 
took other Methods, either to deny at once the Authori- 
ty of thoſe Writings, or to ſet up others, in lition to 
them, which favour'd and ſupported their wild Conceits, 
and which had no other Original than their own Invention, 
and never were heard of in the Chriſtian Church till ſome 
monſtrous Opinion was ſtarted, which could be defended 
no other way. Thus Baſilides and Valentin made Goſpels 
of their own, yet did not pretend to deny that the truly 
Sacred Writings were genuine; and accordingly, upon oc- 
caſion, made uſe of them when they thought they could 
wrelt them to their own Purpoſes; as Dr. Mill has ob- 
ſerved at large, Proleg, Par. 2. 

Indeed, the ſame learned Writer farther informs us, 
That Marcion and others did endeavour to corrupt the 
Sacred Text; but they could go no farther than their own 
Copies, and their Alterations were preſently condemn'd 
by the Harmony of all others, which were by this time 
multiplied to a great Number: For Marcions Canon, who 
was the firſt that endeavour'd to corrupt the Text of Scrip- 
ture, was not compos'd till about the Year of Chriſt 130; 
but the Evangelical Canon was ſettled in the Year 99, or 
two Years after St. John writ his Goſpel, and ten Years 
afterwards the Apoftolical Canon was fixed. Quick 
* enough, if it be conſidered that they were to be gather- 
c ed (whither they had been directed) from ſo many and 
4 {© diſtant Parts of the World,” as the Author of the 
Remarks has obſerv'd, Part 1. p. 62. So that all the Books 
of Scripture were collected into one, and the Canon ſet- 
tled about the Year 109, which was one and twenty Years 
before Marcion. And during that ſpace, which Dr. Afi 
calls the Pure and Virgin State of the Church, there is no 
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(9) 
room for any Suſpicion that the Copies of Scripture were 
corrupted in the leaſt : And in that ſpace of one and twen- 
ty Years, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that many thouſand 
Copies, taken with the greateſt Accuracy, were diſpers d 
into diſtant Parts of the World. So that it was impoſſi- 
ble that Margion's Alterations, or any others after him, 
ſhould be foiſted into the Sacred Text, or be received as 
ſuch by any but his own Diſciples. Beſides, it may be con- 
fidered, that about this time, or ſoon after, the New 
Teſtament was tranſlated into ſeveral Languages, as Syrzack, 
Erhiopick, Arabick, and Latin; which Verſions are now 
extant, and don't differ from the Greek Copies in Matters 
of any Moment. * And fince the Church of God has been 
watchful in all Generations to preſerve their Copies pure 
and uncorrupted, we have no reaſon to doubt but 
which have been tranſmitted down to us are ſo. 

But yet it can't be ſuppos d that the Scriptures are free 


from the Miſtakes of Tranſcribers ; and how far this does 


affe& the Certainty of them, as our Rule, ought. to be 
conſider d. And | 

1. We may obſerve that by the Harmony of many Copies 
and divers Tranſlations, it appears that no conſiderable Ex- 
rors have crept into them this way neither; for all different 
Parties have of old, and ſtill do, uſe and cite them alike. 

2. There are ſeveral ways whereby we may judge, and 
be certain, which is the true Reading, viz. by the Wri- 
tings of the Antients, or the old Verſions, or by compa- 
ring the Copies we now have ; but above all, by the Con- 
text and Coherence of Scripture it ſelf; or by parallel 
Places in it. And after we have made the beſt uſe of our 
Judgment herein, we have no reaſon to doubt but we may 
take that Reading which appears to be moſt genuine, 


Walt. Proleg. 6. S. 6. | 
3, And ſo the learned Author of the Remarks 


has obſerv'd, © That the Text of Scripture has ſaf- 
« fer'd no more Variations than what muſt neceſſarily 
* have happen'd from the Nature of Things, and what 
© are common, and in equal proportion, in all Claſſicks 
« whatever : That the more opies we have, the more 
they muſt of coutſe be multiplied, And yet a Mul- 
„ titude of Copies are of great advantage to ſettle the 
< real Text; ſome preſerving the true Reading in one 


— — 
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&* place, and ſome in another: That ſo by an accu- 
* rate and judicions Collation of various Readings, the 
„Text is made more correct.“ As he ſhews very evi- 
dently, by a Parallel drawa from profane Authors, 
Part 1. . 32. os 

4. But tho the Scripture has been conveyed to us thro 
the hands of weak and fallible Men, yet we have abundant 
reaſon to believe that the Providence of God has been 
e oaag) watchful over it, becauſe it was deſigned to 

of perpetual Uſe and Duration; and becauſe we can't 
reconcile it to the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs of God 
that he ſhould ſuffer any Book to go under his Name, and 
carry his Authority, that ſhould lead Perſons into unavoida- 
ble and deſtructive Errors, who were ſincerely deſirous 
to pleaſe and obey him. And accordingly, the moſt learn- 


ed Men, who have ſearched with the greateſt Diligence 


and Accuracy into theſe Things, have aknowledged that 


the different Readings are not ſo conſiderable, as to alter 


the Senſe of Scripture in Matters neceſſary to Salva- 
tion; that no new Doctrine can be form'd from them; 
and that no Article of Faith does depend upon them. 
Walton gives us an Account of the Judgment of ſome 


of the greateſt Divines, both Proteſtants and Papiſts, 
to this purpoſe; from whom I ſhall mention a few *, 


Lud. Capellus ſays, That notwithſtanding the Variety of Co- 
pies, the ſaving Doctrine of the Prophets and Apoſtles is de- 
liver'd in them all, And Sixtinus Amama, ſpeaking of the 
Old Teſtament, challenges Perſons to produce one ſingle Read- 
ing out of them all that is detrimental to the Orthodox 
Faith, or to Godlineſs, In like manner Bochart, Heinſius, 
Uſher, Cc. And among the Popiſh Writers, Bellar mine 
acknowledges, That the various Readings are not of ſuch 
moment as to affect the Perfection of the Scripture in Mat- 
ters of Faith and Practice; for the moſt part, they are only 
different Modes of Speech, which alter the Senſe little or no- 
thing, And thus Grotius, after he had acknowledged the 
Change of ſome Words, or Syllables, or Letters, by the 
Careleſſneſs of Scribes, expreſſes himſelf; But to ſay that all 
the Copies are corrupted either by Deſign, or any other way, 
in thoſs Things which belong to any Dottrine, or any remark- 
able Hiſtory, is more than can ever be proved. F I ſhall 
only add one Paſſage more out of the learned Author 


* Proleg. 6. 8. 2, 3, 4. f De Fer. Ch, Rel: Lib. 3. S. 15. A 
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of the Remarks, who ſays, That the Text is competently 
exact in the worſt Manuſcript now extant : Nor is one Ar- 
ticle of Faith or moral Precept perverted or loft in them, 
chuſe as awkardly as you can, chuſe the worft by Deſign out 
of the whole Lump of Readings, And fo he concludes, 
That with all the preſent Changes the whole Scripture is 
perfeft, and ſufficient to all the great Ends and Purpoſes of 
ts firſt late LV * 

And we may be ſatisfied from Reaſon, as well as from 
Hiſtory, that the Church of God has always kept a watch- 
fal Eye over the Scriptures, becauſe nothing can be ima- 

ined to be of greater Importance than this, and there- 

ore nothing did more neceſſarily call for their Zeal and 
Faithfulneſs. And ſo upon this account it ſeems likely 
that the Church of the living God is called the Pillar and 
Ground of the Truth, 1 Tim. 3. 15. i. e. the whole Catho- 
lick Church, among whom true Copies of the Sacred 
Writings were diſpers'd, or a Succeſſion of good Men in 
all Ages, who ſhould uphold and bear up the Reputation 
of the Scriptures, as a Succeſſion of Children do uphold 
and bear up the Name and Credit of their Anceſtors. 

From theſe Things we may conclude that the Scriptures, 
as our Rule, are certain: They are ſufficient to deter- 
mine all our Doubts, to decide all our Controverſies, and 
beyond them we can appeal to nothing more certain: 
They are able to give us as much Satisfaction as can be de- 
fired, and as is conſiſtent with our preſent State; where- 
in we are to live by Faith, and truſt in God, and fo to 
putan end to all Diſputes, as effectually as any Rule can be 
imagined to do. | 

And hence it appears, that in making uſe of the Scrip- 
tures as our Rule, our Diligence ought to be 3 
two ways: (I.) We ought, as far as we are capable, to 
ſearch after the original Perfection of them, wherein eve- 
ry Word, and every Letter, ſtood exactly right. (2.) If 
we have no Reaſon to queſtion, or no Capacity to enquire 
after this, we ought to ſtudy, by a fincere Application of 
Mind, and by humble Prayer to God, to underſtand them 
the beſt we can; and in ſo doing we have the utmoſt Cer- 
tainty that we pleaſe God, and do our Daty, becauſe he 
requires no more of us, and becauſe we follow all the 
Evidence that lies within the Compaſs of our Power. 
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All Proteſtants ſeem to agree that the Scriptures are 


ſuch a Rule as this, however they differ in the Uſe and Ap. 
plication of them : The Scriptures, I mean, as made up 


of the Books of the Old and New «Teſtament. The 


Old is a Rule to us in all thoſe Things whereof it gives ns 
any Account, and as far they do any way affect and concern 
us. For tho we are to believe all Things therein reveal- 
ed, and may make uſeful Obſervations upon them; and 
tho ſome Things contained therein are of perpetual Uſe 
and Obligation; yet there are other Things that do not 
directly concern us, and in which we are not obliged to 
take that Book for our Rule. 

The New Teſtament contains the full and plain Revela- 
tion of Chriſtianity; and this is our Rule, by which we 
ought to judge what is properly Chriſtian, and what is 
not. And ſince there is a cloſe Connection between both, 
ſo far they may be conſidered to have the Uſe of a Rule 
with reſpe& to each other: The Old to be a Meafure 
whereby we judge of ſome things in the New; and again, 
the New. to be a Meaſare which does explain and author 
rize other things in the Old, But in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe I ſhall principally mean the New Teſtament, 
when I mention the Scriptures indefinitely. 

It may now be enquired whether the Words or the Senſe 
of Scripture be our Rule: And it ſeems very plain that 
both together make up the Rule; and they can't be ſepa- 
rated, becauſe of the natural Connexion between Words 
and Senſe. Words that have no Meaning are altogether 
uſeleſs, and can't help us to judge of any thing: Therefore 
the Words of Scripture can't be our Rule without the 
Senſe. And again, the Senſe of, Scripture. can't be our 
Rule without the Words, becauſe the Words alone. deter- 
mine and fix the Senſe of it; and we can never come to 
underſtand the Scripture, nor have any good Grounds to 


believe we do underſtand it, but by the Words, So that 


if we take the Senſe of Scripture as we underſtand it, and 
leave the Words, or put it into other Words, they can 
ſigniſy nothing but our Interpretation of Scripture z whic 

tho it ſhould be ever ſo agreeable to the true Meaning of it, 
yet the Words which we uſe can by no means be made a 
Rule to others, nor looked upon as Scripture, becauſe the 
very Words of Scripture give Authority to the Senſe of 
it, and certify. it to be ſo; which by a Change of Words 
is utterly loſt, And indeed a very ſmall Change of Words 


may » 
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may convey a different Senſe, by which means the Rule 
is perverted : and how the Senſe of Scripture ſhould be 
preſerved, ſo as to carry with it any degree of Authority, 
in compoling long Forms, Articles, Creeds, &c. ſeems 
difficult to conceive, 


The Scripture therefore put into our Words, cannot 
be obligatory upon others : they may indeed help others 
to apprehend the Meaning of Scripture, and ſo may be 
uſeful, which is the Advantage of Interpreters and Com- 
mentators. But the Scripture conſidered as a Rule, muſt 
lie in its own Words, becauſe the Authority of it entirely 
wg og upon theſe: and a Rule without Authority is of 
no uſe. 

Again, if any thing that is meaſured by the Rule of 
Scripture, and found to agree with it, in the Qpinions of 
Men, or received by them as the Senſe of Scripture, is to 
be accounted of, and uſed as our Rule; the Conſequence 
is, That every Man may challenge this Privilege to him- 
ſelf, and ſet up his Sentiments, as the Senſe of Scripture, 


to be a Rule to others; unleſs you can fix upon ſomething 


to determine whoſe are, and whoſe are nat ſo. And the 
Proof of this muſt be by ſome external Sign, for an in- 
ward Perſuaſion is what every Man is poſſeſs d of; and 
generally the weakeſt Men, whoſe Interpretations of 
Scripture are founded upon the (lighteſt Reaſons, take the 
faſteſt hold here. But if you have recourſe to the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Spirit, who is indeed a Spirit of Truth, and 
who does undoubtedly lead and guide Mens Minds into-a 
right underſtanding of the Scriptures ; yet when Perſons 
claim his Aſſiſtance, and upon this foundation ſet up ta be 
Guides of others, or poſitively to determine the Senſe of 
Scripture for others, then the matter does immediately 
require and call for Proof. And they that pretend to it, 
are obliged to demonſtrate, that they have the Aſſiſtance 
of the Spirit, and that others have not, or that they have 
it in a greater meaſure than others; becauſe this Inequa- 
lity is the only thing that can juſtify them in ſetting up 
their Senſe of Scripture, as the Rule, and others in receiv- 
ing it as ſuch. And for Perſons to pretend to this, and 
not prove it by Miracles, which is its proper Evidence, 
appears to be no ſmall degree of Enthuſiaſm. 

ſhall only add upon this Head, That a Man may real- 


ly perceive the Senſe of Scripture-Words, and yet not 


perceive the Senſe of thoſe we make uſe of, tho we for 
our 


'W 
þ 
& 
z! 
* 
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| (14) 
our ſelves may think they do exactly expreſs the meaning 
of Scripture. 


II. Let us, in the next place, conſider to what End this 
Rule is given us by God, Which, in general, is to reveal 
his Mind and Will to us; to inform our Underſtandings 
with the Knowledge of Divine Truths, and to dire& and 
perſuade us, upon juſt Conſiderations, to chuſe that which 
is good, and to refuſe that which is evil, in order to our 
eternal Happineſs. It is deſigned to make known all that 
Men wanted to know, and all that God only wiſe judged 
fit for them to know, in this Life. It reveals the Myſtery 
of Godlineſs, which the Light of Nature conld not pene- 
trate into, and which we could never have known but by 
this means, It improves and corroborates our natural 
Notions of God, and our Duty, and of a future State; 
All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God, and is profitable 
for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for Inftruttion in 
Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God may be perfect, thorough- 


ly furniſhed unto all good Works, 2 Tim. 3, 16, 17. So that 


the ultimate End is to honour God, and to promote our 
Happineſs. The more immediate and ſubordinate Ends are, 

I. To regulate our Faith, | 

2. To regulate our Worſhip, 
8. To regulate our Actions. 
4. To unite all Chriſtians together. 

And ſince the ultimate End depends upon theſe four 
things, if the Scripture be ſufficient to accompliſh them, 
it muſt be alſo ſufficient for its great and ultimate End. 

1. The Scripture is given to regulate our Faith, Which 
it does, by manifeſting and propoſing to our Belief things 
that are true and indubitable, The foundation on which 
we receive and aſſent unto them, is the Teſtimony of 
God himſelf; who being infinitely Good and Juſt, can- 
not be ſuſpected to have the leaſt Deſign to deceive his 
Creatures; nor can any thing be imagined more abſurd, 
than that he ſhould attempt it. Therefore, whatever de- 
gree of Certainty we have, that a Propoſition is aſſerted by 
God, the ſame Certainty we have, that it is true. There- 
fore his Word is a proper Rule of Faith, being able, as 


far as we underſtand it, to fix our Judgment of Things, 


and to determine all our Doubts, Nay, in matters above 
our Comprehenſion, which we don't perceive how they 
are or can be true, yet we have all the reaſon that can be, 

| to 
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to acquieſce in the Teſtimony of God, that they muſt be 
true. So that the Myſteries of Religion, which we can't 
fally reconcile to thoſe Notions which we have once en- 
tertained, either by Education, or by converſing with 
Men, are not to be rejected on this account: but ſince 
they come from God, we may ſafely rely upon his Vera- 
city, that they cannot but be true; and that the reaſon 
why we don't now perceive it, is, becauſe they are not 
ſufficiently explained unto us, or becauſe our Faculties are 
not yet capable to receive them, 

The Scripture as a Rule is given to teach us what we 
are to believe concerning God and a future State, to poſ- 
ſes our Minds with right and proper Conſiderations, to 
fix us upon true and ſolid Principles, that we might direct 
our Behaviour to our higheſt End, and be ſwayed therein 
by the beſt Motives. And in order to make the due uſe 
of it, we ought firſt of all to ſearch into it, and to make 
diligent Enquiry after the Truths therein revealed, and 
to get all the Inſtruction we can from it. This being 
done, we ought upon all occaſions to refer our ſelves to 
Scripture, as when any Doubt does ariſe in our Minds 
concerning a thing which we did before yield Aﬀent unto : 
and then we ought to compare all the Inſtruction that is 
offered us from others with the Scripture, and ſo meaſure 
all our Sentiments by that Rule, which is invariably true : 
in thoſe things, I mean, of which the Scripture is de- 
ſigned to inform us ; for indeed the Light of Nature does 
diſcover ſome things to our Belief, as that God is, &c. 
wherein the Scripture can't ſo properly be called our Rule, 


& becauſe it takes the thing for granted. 


And the proper way to come at the Knowledge or Be- 
lief of Truth, as it is propoſed in the Scripture, is to 
examine the words of it, and to conſider all thoſe things 
that help us to a right meaning of them, and ſo to fix the 
Senſe according to the common and neceſſary Laws of 
Interpretation, which muſt be always allowed; and when 
we underſtand and aſſent to the Words of Scripture, we 


3 do believe the Truth, which is the true meaning of Scri 
ture-Words, and nothing elſe in Chriſtianity ought to 4 
ſo called: but if we put a wrong Senſe upon the Words 


of any * thereunto, we embrace an Error inſtead of 


The reaſon therefore why any Notion or Doctrine we 


hold is true or falſe, is the Agreement or Diſagreement 


thereof 


us, it fays nothing but what is really and exactly 
dence which we are able to produce for them; but abſo- 


late Certainty is due to every Word of God. And in- 


ture it ſelf; it would follow, either that the Scripture is 


and Revelation, God requires us to believe upon certain | 


(16) 
thereof with the Scripture; and accordingly we ought to 
think ourſelves in the right, and others in the wrong, ap. 
on this foundation only. The Scripture is abſolutely true 
and certain, our Sentiments are ſo conditionally ; we 
can't therefore have an equal Certainty that our Opinions 
are true, as we have that the Scripture is ſo, if we think 
ſoberly of our ſelves, and according to our Meaſure : and 
the reaſon of this Condition is, becauſe we are fallible, | 
liable to Miſtakes, and conſequently the Senſe we put up- 
on Scripture- Words is ſo too; but the Scripture itſelf is 
true infallibly, and no Error can poſſibly be imputed 
to it, | 

would here be underſtood to ſpeak of Matters of Faith, 
and not of Matters of certain Knowledge, which are ſelf: 
evident, and can't be doubted of. The Scripture, with 
reſpect to both, contains nothing but what is equally Z 
certain; and in things that appear plain or obſcure to | 


the Truth, But our Interpretations of Scripture can't 
be fo called, without aſcribing the fame Infallibility 
to our Judgments as to the Scriptures. Nay, they are 
more or leſs probable, according to the degrees of Evi. 


deed, ſhould we allow that the Certainty of our Minds, 
concerning the Interpretations of Scripture, is exactly an- 
ſwerable to the Certainty that runs thro all parts of Scrip- 


as fickle and variable as the Perſuaſions and Opinions of 
Men, or that the Judgments of Men are as ſteddy and 
certain as Scripture :- both which deſtroy the uſe of Scrip. 
ture as a Rule, 3 

The matter ſeems to lie here. Our Interpretations of 
Scripture differ from the expreſs Word of God, as Reaſon 


infallible Grounds; and fo we do, as long as our Faith) 
is founded upon his expreſs Word. But our Reaſon muſt 
be employed to find out the Senſe and Meaning hereof, # 
and muſt be conducted herein by the neceffary Laws of FT 
Interpretation, which are no other than the Principles of 

Reaſon, It is by this Medium that we come to underſtand, 
and fo to believe God himſelf, (even tho the Holy Spirit 
of God aſſiſts us) ſo that our Interpretations of Scriprure 


are immediately founded upon the Exerciſe of Reafon, 
and 
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to and therefore can come with no greater force when pro- 
ap- poſed to others, than the Strength of Argument and the 
ue right Application of the Laws of Interpretation can give 
we them, Which if Men don't- perceive, they ought, nay 
INS they can't chuſe but refuſe them; and we can't he fare 
nk that they are true, without being ſure that we have con- 
nd ducted our Reaſon exactly right in finding them out, and 
le, | obſerved all the neceſſary Laws" of Interpretation. And 
1p- who can pretend to this in matters of a ſublime and diffi- 


is cult nature? And yet if we don't go upon this founda- 
2d tion, we muſt give way to Enthuſiaſm, and no body knows 
| what. But the Truth of Revelation depends upon a higher 


th, and a more certain Principle, even upon the Teftimony 
af and Authority of God himſelf, which admits of no dif. 
ith Wy pute, and which we can never call into queſtion; but if 
Ily 8 we don't underſtand him, we muſt however acquieſce in 
to his infinite Underſtanding and inflexible Veracity, Hence 
ly it follows, that if Men don't take in the force of our Rea- 
n't ſoning, and receive our Interpretations, we can't certain. 
ity iy conclude that they reject the Word of God; for this 


re & would be directly to claim Infallibility ; whieh whether 
vi- itt be grounded upon the Inſpiration of God, or an uner- 


ſo- ring Conduct of our Reaſon, comes to the fame thing. 
in- While we obſerve this Inequality therefore, we keep 
ds, Reaſon in ſubordination to Revelation; but when we are 
an. as poſitive and peremptory that our Interpretations axe 
ip the Truth, as that Scripture itſelf is ſo, we conſound Rea- 
> 8 fon and Revelation, and put one upon a Level with the 
of other, 1a 2: | 

nd And ſo when we are exhorted to contend for the Faith, 


it is not to be imagined, that when we have once ſettled 
our Interpretations of Scripture, and drawn our Doctrines 


of out of them, (as all Men pretend to do) we ſhould then 
en preſently have done with the Rule, and contend for our 
inf erſuaſions and Belief : But by Fauth in this and ſich-like 
th places, we are to underſtand the Object, or Rule of Faith, 
aſt and are to contend for that, by vindicating its Autho- 
of, rity, by aſſerting and maintaining the genuine Words of 
of it, by taking proper Methods to fix the Senſe of them, 
of and then as it appears to us, after a diligent and honeſt 


Search, with Modeſty and Charity to recommend it to 
the Approbation of others. For it is very difficult to ſup- 

, if not abſurd, that the Hoctrines of the Goſpel put 
nto the Words of Men, wn be called and — 


(628) 
by the Scripture to be the Object of Faith, or that every 
Man's particular Perſuaſion ſhould be the thing which the 
Scripture commands him directly and immediately #9 
contend earneſtly for; becauſe the Scripture can only be un- 
derſtood to ſpeak in ſuch caſes of -a Divine Faith, which 
can be no other than what is founded immediately upon a 
Divine Teſtimony; but how the Interpretations of Men 
are ſo, will not eaſily be made appear. 
No Man, indeed, can help thinking his Interpretations | 
of Scripture, which after the moſt diligent Search he has 
concluded upon, are true; but if he will therefore ſet 
them up, and inſiſt upon them as Truth itſelf: ſo far as 
he does ſo, the Scripture ceaſes to be his Rule. He may Þ 
own it has been of that uſe to him formerly, but he muſt 
alſo own, that he has done with it, and that now he is 
4 become capable himſelf of being a Rule, and may accord - 
i ingly claim this Privilege to himſelf, . :.:.. 
x 2. The Scripture is given to regulate our Worſhip. This 
1 Part of Religion is in — meaſure taught us by the Light 
1 of Nature. Prayer and Praiſe, which are the ground- 
| work hereof, are plain Precepts of Nature; but Scrip- 
[ ture does very much direct, and manage, and guide our 
Notions hereof, and does farther add all thoſe things 
| | which are neceſſary to render our Worſhip pleaſing and 
acceptable to God, which were exceedingly wanted by 
| Mankind; for we find Perſons who had never received a 
| Revelation, tho they have univerſally agreed upon ſome 
| ſort of Worſhip or other, yet have run into the moſt wild 
| and abominable Extravagancies that can be imagined. : 
| inſomuch, that this part of Natural Religion has often- 
| 
| 
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times been performed in perfect repugnance to the Moral 
Part; and ſometimes the [oſtitutions of the Heathens have 
been thought fit to be aſcribed to the Devil, as the only 2? 
| Author of them. | 
f Mankind therefore ſtood in the utmoſt need of a Reve- 3 
| lation, to direct and over- rule their Natural Notions of 
worſhipping a Deity, that they might know to whom 
they ought to pa that Homage and Reverence which 
they knew was due ſomewhere ; that they might have | 
ſuch a Senſe of the only true God fixed upon their Minds, 
as would at once encourage them to draw near and ſerve 
him, and yet preſerve an awful Regard, and Veneration 
for him; that they might be informed what it is that God 
does chiefly regard in them that worſhip him, and 10 5 
| | | does 
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ery does add Efficacy to, and procure the Succeſs of their Ser- 


the BF vices: and further, that they might know what God does 
to expect they ſnould preſent unto him; together with the 
un- Manner and fit Seaſon thereof. 111 
lich Now the Scripture has given us plain Directions in all 
n à theſe things, and has left nothing untouched to be ſup- 
len lied by the Contrivances and Inventions of Men. And 
; les God has given us Light herein, it ſeems rea ſonable to 

ons think, that Men are obliged, not only to conform them- 
has J ſclves, but alſo to confine themſelves thereunto, and that 
ſet primarily to the expreſs Words of Scripture ; and where 
as FF theſe fail us, with regard to any particular Circumſtances, 
ay we ought {till to take all our Meaſures from Scripture, by 
uſt ating according to the beſt and trueſt Conſequences that 
we are capable of deducing from it. And the Nature of 
rd- the thing ſeems ſtrongly to determine the matter thus. 
For what is Adoration, but an humble expreſs Acknow- 


ledgment of the Sovereignty of God, and his Dominion 
over us? Which can't be done in our own way, and ac-, 
# cording to our own pleaſure, without preferring our own. 

& Inventions to his 8 and ſetting our own Wills 


ur in oppoſition to his; which, inſtead of owning his Sove-. 
85 reignty, is directly the contrary. 

1d Since therefore the Scripture is given to direct our 
dy Worſhip, which is plain from many places in it; the Na- 


ture of the thing, as well as divers Texts of Scripture, do 
oblige us to adhere to that as our only Rule, And 


Id that we may the better perceive how the Scripture is our 
* Rule herein, we may conſider ſome things in Worſhip as 
1- fixed, others as variable. | 
al Thoſe things which are fxed, are all thoſe which are 
2 neceſſary to conſtitute an entire Act of Worſhip; as the 


Object of it, who is God only; beſides whom none has 
any claim to an abſolute unlimited Subjection. The End 
of it, which is to honour God, and in conſequence there- 
of, to receive ſome Benefit to our ſelves; and without 
ſuch a Deſign, we can't think to ſucceed at all, The Mat- 
ter of it, which muſt be an Action that God himſelf has 
& inſtituted and ordained, And the Manner, which is to 
direct us how to manage the Action, and what we are to 
reſpect in it, And finally, the Temper and Diſpoſition of 
thoſe who worſhip, which is Sincerity, or ſuch Thoughts 
and Affections as are ſutable to the buſineſs we are em- 


ployed in; as Faith and Hope, Love to God and Men, 
* 2 Humi- 


(20) 
Humility, and the like. Theſe things ſeem to be the ne- 
ceſſary Parts of Worſhip, and the Scripture with reſpe& 
to them to be an abſolute Rule, that requires our con- 
ſtant ang univerſal Conformity to it, and in which we 
are not ſuffered to vary the leaſt from it, by omitting any 
thing Which it does enjoin, for theſe things are eltabliſh- 
ed by plain and expreſs Precepts ; nor by adding any thing 
that is not ſo required. And, except the Mater of Wor- 
ſhip, theſe things have ſcarce eyer been diſputed among 
Proteſtants, For who can deny that God is the only Ob- 
ject of Adoration; or that his Glory is the great End we 


— to aim at? But it has been; and is {till a Controᷣ— 
ver | 


erſy, What ought to be the Matter of Worſhip ; and al- 
moſt as many things have been brought into Chriſtian 
eine as did of old belong to the Jewi/p. Bat the 
ren ſon hereof is manifeſtly becauſe Men have gone off 
from the foundation of the Scriptures; and as ſoon as e- 


ver we depart from this only certain Rule, we are left to 4 


our ſelves, and every Man's Fancy and Imagination may 
pfefcribe to him with6iit Reaſon, and without End. 
© There are other things belonging to Worſhip Which 


may be confidered as variable, viz. Time, and Plate, 
l fer external Circumſtances, becauſe they are, and 


miu altered by Perſons of different Conditions and 
Circumſtances in the World. And the Scripture ſeems 
to be à Rule to us in theſe things, only by way of conſe- 
quence. Herein therefore greater Latitude is allowed to 
every Man to exerciſe his own private Judgment, the 
Scripture not being a direct and poſitive Rule to us in 


theſe things, but only ſo as by an honeſt impartial Search 


into it, we are able ts judge how we may att moſt #ccep- 
2 1 to God, By applying general Rales to particular 
Ales. | 9. 1 7 


V for the Ne of Worſhip; that ſome Time muſt be 


to have left undetermined. And that the firſt Day of the 


Week ſhould be confecrited to Divine Service, ſeems ra- 


ther to depend _=_ 'z00d and jutt Conſequences drawn 


from Scriptare, than the expreſs Declarations of it. How | 


often we are to worſhip, is not, and cannot be exactly ſet 
downs long as one Rule is in force, . That God will have 
Mercy rather than Sacrifice; becauſe we can't tell when 
thoſe Works of Mercy will come in the way of 2 
ö c an 
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allowed for it, the neceſſity of the thing does require; 1 
but Whit particular Times and Seaſons, the Scripture ſeems I 
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and ſo prevent it; But yet the Scripture is our Rule here: 
in, and has given us ſuch Directions as are ſufficient to 
guide every Man, who has Sincerity enough to apply them, 
As when we are commanded to pray always, and to give 
thanks in every thing, &c. an honeſt Mind will be ready to 
conclude from hence, that Perſons ſhould be always diſpo- 
ſed and forward to perform theſe Duties, and not ſuffer 
any frivolous Pretence, much leſs any Occaſion of Sin and 
Wickedneſs, to hinder them. 

In like manner the Scripture has no where determined 
the particular Place of Worſhip, but has taken away all 
Holineſs of this kind, and left it entirely to the Pradence 
and Convenience of Men to afſemble where they think 
proper. So that in this, and other external Circumſtances, 
as Geſtare of the Body, and the like, they are only to 
obſerve ſuch general Rules, that all Things be done decemiy, 
and in order, &c. 

3. The Scripture is given to regulate our Actions and 
Behaviour. Which it does by preſcribing to us our whole 
Daty towards God, and towards Man; and by ſhewing us 
upon what Foundation of Obedience we may fatisfy our 

3 — of the Favour of God, and hope for the Enjoyment 

im. 

We have from the Law of Nature the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil in a great meaſure, and did not abſolutely 
need a Rule to direct us in all Things, without exception. 
And the Scripture ſeems to build very much, in this Par- 
ticular, upon a Foundation already laid; and rather to 
improve and ſtrengthen it, than to add any thing new. 
Nothing in Religion was ſo well underſtood by the Hea- 
thens as Moral Virtue; and there is ſcarce any Chriſtian 
Virtue mention'd in Scripture, but what does plainly ap- 
pear to be in ſome meaſure underſtood by the Philoſophers 

ia their Writings; and oftentimes the very ſame Things 
are enjoin'd by the Scripture, as they taught their Diſci- 
43 ples, but with very great advantage : For the Scripture 
as made theſe Things more clear, and more certain, by gi- 
Ning us a plain and uniform Scheme of them, by diſcovering 
more fully the Nature and Perfections of God; which 
guide our judgments with very ſtrong Light, and raiſe in 
us more fublime Notions of Virtue, eſpecially of Love 
and Charity, which are peculiarly diſplay'd in the Goſpel. 

And then the Example of the Son of God, who fulfi = 
hes 4 4 


and that this Knowledge was almoſt confined to ſpecula- 


to preſerve it. Which, Evils are remedied 


( 22) 
all nde in our Nature, renders the Practice 
hereof more eaſy and more familiar to us. 

The Scripture does alſo enforce the Practice of Virtue 
with much greater Advantage than the Law of Nature 
could, by diſplaying the Sovereign Authority of God, who 
demands it, and by annexing the Sanctions of eternal Re- 
wards and Puniſhments moſt clearly and expreſly ; and 
hereby conducts our Aims and Deſigns in the performance 
of our Duty to our higheſt End. 

And further, the Scripture not only enjoins and inſiſts 
upon the Action, but alſo upon the inward Thoughts and 
Affections; in which it is more ſpiritual and refined than 
the Law of Nature, and in all theſe things better accom- 
modated to anſwer the End of Virtue, even to make us holy 
as God is holy; and therefore is a moſt excellent and com- 
pleat Rule. 

Since the Law of Nature does furniſh us with ſo full 
and certain Knowledge of our Duty; for the Gentiles did 
few the Work of the Law written in their Hearts, their 
Conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and their Thoughts the mean 
while accuſing, or elſe excuſing one another, Rom. 2. 15. 
the Scripture therefore can't be conſidered to be fo en- 
tirely a Rule to us herein, as in Matters of Faith and pure 
Revelation. Yet the Reaſon of Mankind being very much 
impair'd, we can't but acknowledge, and that with the 
utmoſt Thankfulneſs, that a Diſcovery of the Will of God 
was very uſeful, if not neceſſary to ſupply its Defects, to 
ſettle and fix our Notions of Good and Evil, and to add 
Force and Weight unto them; becauſe we find the Lives 
of the Heathens, notwithſtanding their Knowledge, were 
almoſt univerſally corrupted, and their Manners moſt vile 
and monſtrous, Which, in ſome meaſure, may be im- 
puted to the Uncertainty of their Minds, when they 
went beyond the firſt and undeniable Precepts of Religion; 


tive and thoughtful Men, and almoſt loſt among the Vul- 
gar, for want of ſome ſettled and prey non ny Standard 
ture; and therefore it ought to be looked upon as a Rule 
ſaperadded to the Light of Nature, and conſequently ſu- 
perior to it: For tho it can't be ſuppoſed that our Reaſon 
does ever thwart with Revelation, both proceeding from 


the ſame Author, yet if Men ſhould have any Suggetf on. 
rom 
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from Nature, which they apprehend it lawful, or a Duty, 
to follow and comply with, which yet the Scripture does 
forbid, it is reaſonable to think they ought to be over- 
ruled by the Determinations of Scripture ; which is given 
for our more full and certain Direction, and to explain our 
natural Notions, and to decide all Diſputes and Doubts 
that may ariſe in our Minds concerning our Duty, Be- 
ſides, Men in judging what they ought to do, or not do, 
may be, and often are, ſwayed by the Biaſs and Influence 
of their Affections: But the Scripture is a ſteddy and in- 
variable Rule; and therefore our laſt Appeal ſhould be 
made unto it. | | 
Hence it appears that the Scripture is our only Rule i 
Matters of Duty, unleſs in thoſe Caſes where the Light of 
Nature is allowed to be ſufficient, and where the Scrip- 
ture truſts us to its Diſcoveries, and takes its Dicta tes for 


Things known and granted. 


'Tis likewiſe evident from hence, that a greater Liberty 
is allowed us to judge concerning our Duty, and interpret 


for our ſelves what we ought to do, than what we are to 


believe. Our Faith ought to be more confined and kept, 
as much as can be, within the ſtrict Words of Scripture; 
but our Duty may and ought to be enlarged, and reaches 
as far as by good and juſt Conſequence we can carry it. 
For the Scripture teaches us our Duty, and is a Rule to us 
herein : Primarily, by preſcribing to us in plain and expreſs 
Words thoſe good Actions, Deſires, and Affections, which 


are neceſſary and eſſential to the Life of Religion. By 


not complying with theſe heartily and ſincerely, we muſt 
needs be judged diſobedient to God, and conſequently out 
of his Favour : But if a Man ſhould ſtop here, and think 
himſelf no further obliged than the ſtrict Words of Scrip- 
ture do lead him, he can't chuſe but live in the Neglect of 
ſome Things which God would have him todo. For God 
can't but approve of all the Conſequences. that do juſtly 
ariſe from any of his Laws; and a Perſon that is ſenſible 
what they are, and yet does not conform to them, muſt 
live and act in repugnance to what he thinks his Duty, 


FX and ſo render his other Performances vain and ineffec- 


tual. 
There are ſome Things in Religion good and commen- 


* dable, becauſe of their Uſe and Tendency to promote the 


expreſs and eſſential Duties of it, and becauſe they prepare 
us for and confirm us in the Practice of our —_ jate 
uty 3 
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Duty; yet ſor which we can produce no plain and expreſ; 
Text of Scripture, tho in doing them we take our Mea- 
ſures from Scripture: becauſe Conſequences drawn from 
the Laws and Commandments of God, muſt derive and 
carry with them that Degree of Authority that is propor- 
tionable to the Force and Juſtneſs of the Conſequence, 
And in theſe matters every Man is bound to uſe his own 
Judgment, and to follow his own Conſcience, with the 

utmoſt Honeſty and Impartiality, | 
And the like may be (aid concerning evil Actions. The 
Scripture does expreſly mention thoſe vile and abomina- 
ble Sins which are called the Lufts of the Fleſh, and of the | 
Mind, which utterly exclude Men from the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Beſides which, we may by. neceſſary Conſe- 
quence conclude, that whatever is diſagreeable to the Pre- 
cepts and Injunctions of Scripture is ſinful, whether it be 
admitted into our Thoughts only, or proceed further into 
our Affections and Behaviour. And in theſe Things 
Perſons are in a great meaſure left to their own Siacerity 
and Faithfulneſs, and will eaſily be led into that which is 
"—_ by following the Inclinations of a new and heaven- 

ature, | | 

Bat tho a ready and willing Diſpoſition to obey God 
be of great uſe, and indeed neceſſary to apply the _ 
ture effectually as our Rule; yet it muſt take all its Mea- 
ſures from Scripture, and never pretend to invent or pre- 
ſcribe to it ſelf; becauſe this would be in effect to ſet up 
another Rule: For tho the Scripture does require our Di- 
ligence and Faithfulneſs in judging of our Duty, yet as a 
Rule it ties us down, and obliges us to take all our In- 
ſtructions from it, and leaves us no Power or Authority 
in the leaſt to preſcribe to our ſelves or others; tho we 
ſhould attempt it with ever fo innocent a Deſign, yet it 
could not be allowed us by Scripture, without rendring 
it (elf in a great meaſure inſignificant, - 
So that whatever is eſteemed good by Men, and incum- 
bent upon them as their Duty, which is not expreſly com- 
manded by Scripture, or by good Conſequence, (of which 
every Man is to judge for himſelf) has not the Approbation 
of Scripture, is falſſy ſo eſteem'd, and cannot be obligato- 
ry upon any; neither is the Performance thereof to be ac. 
counted Obedience to God, (the plain and certain Duties 
of natural Religion only E but on the contrary, 
the Obſervation of any ſuch thing is like to prove 3 
A U 
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ful and pernicious to us; becauſe it may take place of thoſe 
Duties which our only Lord and Maſter has enjoin'd ns, 
and ſo render his Commandments of no effect; or be ſu- 
radded thereunto, and fo needleſly take up our Time 
and Labour, to the prejudice of Thirigs more impor- 
tant. 
Indeed, in ſome Caſes we are to obey Men, as Parents 
and Magiſtrates; and in ſo doing we pleaſe God. But 
then this muſt be done in ſubordination to God, and in 
conſequence of his own Laws, who has ſettled this Order 
among Men, and both by the Light of Nature, and by 
his written Word, has ſignified his Pleaſare, that we 
ſhould obſerve it. And in obeying them, we muſt beware 
and ſee that their Commands do not contradict his; for it 
can't be ſuppos'd that God ſhould commit unto Men a 
Right of obliging us in oppolition to himſelf, no more 
than it can be ſuppoſed that God ſhonld place his Crea- 
tures above himſelf; or allow them to act in contradiction 
to his own Will. This therefore does not over-turn, but 
rather confirm what has been before ſaid. 

4. The Scripture is given as a Rule, or Inſtrument, to 
unite Chriftians among them{-lves, 

The Union that is principally enjoin't by God, and de- 
ſirable among Men, is that of Love and Affection, and no 
other appears practicable. Uniformity of Opinion may, 
and often does, ſubſiſt amidſt mutual Jealouhes, Hatred, 
and great Diſaffection towards one another; and tho it 
be a deſirable thing that all Men ſhould agree in the 
Knowledge of the Truth, yet we find it is not to be ex- 
pected while we are in this imperfe& State: Neither can 
we ſuppoſe that the Scripture was deſign'd to produce this, 
in order to reconcile and unite Men in Love to one ano- 
ther, ſince it allows Men cannot be abſolutely perfect, 
that we know now but in part, that we ſee thro a Glaſs dark- 
ly, and that we are to live here by Faith, and not by Sight 3 
and yet requires all Chriſtians to love one another. 

But tho ſuch an Uniformity cannot be expected, and is 
not required in order to Union, yet there muſt be ſome 
Agreement of Sentiments, and eſpecially of Diſpoſition 
without which a Union amongſt Men would be abſurd and 
impoſſible. Perſons muſt have ſome Foundation in common, 
upon which all muſt ſtand, in order to be united to one an- 
other. And fince all Chriitians are to be thus united, with- 


out excluding any, the Foundation therefore muſt be large 
D enough 
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enough for every Chriſtian to have footing upon it. Thus 
we find the Chriſtian Society is compared to a Building, 
whereof the whole Weight reſts upon one Foundation, 
Which is that of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chrift him- 
ſelf being the 0 Corner-ftone, Eph. ii. 20, 21, All Chri 


tians then ſhould be united together upon one ſolid com- 
mon scheme: And what can anſwer this End but the 
Scriptures? Theſe are the Foundation that God has 
laid, and none has a Right to lay any other. The Scrip- 
ture ſurely muſt be ſufficient to accompliſh all that U- 
nion which it enjoins, and which it was deſigned to pro- 
mote by its Author: And any other Union among Chriſ- 
tians but what is built upon Scripture, ſeems to be raiſed 
upon a wrong Bottom, and to be unwarrantable. 

Now the Union which the Scripture does require among 
Chriſtians, conſiſts in a hearty Subjection to, and Depen- 
dance upon Chriſt as their Head, and then in a mutual 
Love and Affection to one another for his ſake, by his Di- 
rection, and according, to his Will. And if this be true 
it ſeems a neceſſary Conſequence that, the Scripture mult 
be ſufficient, and the only Inſtrument upon which all Chriſ- 
tians are to unite; becauſe Chriſt has left his Diſciples no 
other Inſtrument or Articles of Agreement but the Scrip- 
tures. | 

And they ſeem very proper to accompliſh this End, be- 
cauſe of their Authority, and becauſe of their internal 
Certainty. 
| 101 Becauſe of their Authority: For if Chriſtians ſnould 
offer to unite upon any other Scheme that is propos d to 
them, tho by wiſe and good Men, how can it poſſibly be 
determined what ſhall be accepted and agreed upon but by 
ſome deciſive Authority; ſince all Chriſtians, as ſuch, have an 
equal Claim to determine this, which is indeed none at all, 
as long as Chriſt is their only Head and King ? Something 
therefore that bears his Name and Authority ſhould be laid 
as the Foundation, upon which his Followers ought to 
unite. And what is there of this kind to be met with in 
the World, but the Scriptures? No Man, who profeſſes 
himſelf a Chriſtian, does in the leaſt heſitate and object 
againſt the Scripture ;. nor can any one pretend the leaſt 
Right over others, to introduce any thing elſe. This 
therefore is a Foundation large enough to hold every 
Chriſtian, and upon that account very proper to unite 


them all. 
Hug (2.) The 
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(2.) The like may be ſaid as to their internal Certainty. 
For as the Foundation of Chriſtian Union ſhould be large 
enough for the whole Body of Chriſtians to ſtand upon, 
ſo it ought to be ſolid, that Perſons may reſt upon it with 
Eaſe and Satisfaction. And where can a Man repoſe him- 
ſelf ſafely, but upon the Scriptures ? There we believe up- 
on inconteſtable Evidence, and the greateſt Certainty : 
Here every Man ftands upon ſure Grounds, and is held up 
by divine Supports. And while a Man's Mind is filled 
with ſuch Reflections, he will be the better diſpoſed to 
Love and Unity, than if he was perplexed with needleſs 
Doubts and Jealouſies; which yet can hardly be avoided 
by any reaſonable and conſiderable Man, who raſhly 
grounds his Faith upon any human Schemes, 

Men, by agreeing in the Scriptures only, ſtand all up- 
on a Level, with reſpe& to one another; and ſo Chriſt 
would have his Diſciples to do, and does not allow any to 
exalt themſelves, or to claim an Authority over others. 
They do herein by a joint Conſent pay common Veneration 
to God, by receiving and admitting his revealed Will as 
their only Rule, which is certainly the Praiſe due to him 
for granting us a Revelation: They ſhew themſelves all 
Subjects of the ſame Lord, and that they have no Maſter 
but Chriſt ; That they are all governed by one Body of 
Laws, and therefore make up one entire Community; 
That they have all equal Privileges and Advantages in Poſ: 
ſeſſion, and the ſame Happineſs in Reverlion, and there- 


fore look upon one another as Brethren and Fellow-Citi- 


zens. And theſe are the Conſiderations that will, that 
can't chuſe but inflame the Hearts of Chriſtians with 
Love to one another, where they. love the Lord Feſus 
Chrift in Sincerity. 

And here one may venture a Step further, and ſay, 
That the Scripture is not only a proper Inſtrument to 
unite Chriſtians, but that nothing ell is, or can be. 

For tho Men ſhould draw up Articles of Faith, or Con- 
feſſions, or Creeds, for Peace ſake, which in themſelves 
may be very good and agreeable to the Scriptures, yet it is 
impoſſible that all ſincere Chriſtians ſhould agree herein; 
not only becauſe of the Variety of Mens Thoaghts and 
Opinions, but becauſe there is no common Obligation up- 
on all to receive them, no, nor the leaſt upon any parti. 
cular Perſon ; and that for want of divine Authority, and. 
of abſolute Certainty, 
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If Perſons are for making Articles of Peace, and ſettling 
Conditions of Chriſtian Love and Fellowſhip, any other- 
wiſe than Chriſt has left them, tho the Name be good, 
and tho the Deſign may be ſo too, yet the Conſequence 
muſt be to lay Stumbling-Blocks in one another's way, 
and to make Incloſures within the common Sheep-fold. 

If ſome Men muſt have the Province to draw up Arti- 
cles, and others the Burden of ſubſcribing them, the U- 
nion herein is formed upon unjuft and unequal Terms, con- 
trary to the Deſign of Chriſtianity. But the Scripture is 
made ready to our hands by him who had Authority to 
preſcribe to us all, our common Lord; and for his ſake we 
ought ro acquieſce therein. Whereas thoſe who fubſcribe 
human Forms, conſent to more, or to ſomething beſides 
what Chriſt has required, and conſequently regard his 
Will and Rule leſs than they ought; or they ſubmit to 
human Authority, that they may be qualified in due time 
to Exerciſe it themſelves; or elſe ſeem to acknowledge the 
Word of God to be deficient, and attempt to bring in 
ſomething more perfect, which if received will make the 
Scripture ſo, Let the beſt that can be ſaid of it, ſuch a Pro- 
cedure can produce but a private and inglorious Union. 

It is true, Charity is the Bond of Perfectneſs; and Men 
of different Perſuaſions may unite very well, tho they 
have not many common Principles in which they agree. 
But they who agree upon the Scripture Foundation, have 
more of theſe than any other Scheme can furniſh us with; 
and, in a good Senſe, ſeem to agree in all Matters of 
Faith, becauſe 'they ſubſcribe to every thing that comes 
from God, and nothing elſe. Tho their Interpretations 
of Scripture are different, yet the Reaſon of Faith is one 
and the ſame; and this is the principal Thing that ties 
Men faſt together, and makes hind Members one of ano- 
ther: An Agreement to receive every thing that God has 
revealed, every one in the trueſt and beſt Senſe he can 
put 2 it, and nothing elſe as Religion in any Senſe 
at all, 8 

It may be, Perſons who ſubſcribe Articles of Peace, will 
be ready to claim the ſame Union which is amongſt them 
who adhere to Scripture only, and ſomething further, 
which does reſult from their Articles: but it is to be fear- 
ed there is little ground for this Claim; for in reality ſuch 
Perfons agree only with thoſe who ſubſcribe their Articles, 


and ſeem to renounce that Union that is built upon Scrip- 
4 | ture 
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ture only, becauſe they don't reckon it ſufficient, and 
therefore will not ſtand with any on that ſingle Bottom. 
Otherwiſe, to what Intent and Purpoſe can other things 
be added? And is it not plain from Obſervation, that 
they who inſiſt upon theſe things, lay the great and prin- 
cipal ſtreſs here ? And how far this goes to renounce their 
uniting upon the foundation of Scripture, ought to be con- 
ſidered, | 

The Scriptures are the common Faith, and by adhering 
cloſely to them we preſerve the Unity of the Faith; but 
all other Articles are Matters of private Interpretation. 
And therefore ſuch who inſiſt upon theſe, ſeem to confine 
and limit the Chriſtian Faith, or to break the Unity of 
it; and how they can be underſtood to hold Communion 
with the Catholick Church, or an entire Subjection to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, deſerves to be well explained. | 

Now it the Scriptures are ſufficient for theſe four Ends, 
they will eaſily be allowed to be ſufficient for their main 
and principal End, viz. to make Men wiſe to Salvation. 
For if our Principles are right, and our Practice agreeable 
thereto ; if we worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, and 
preſerve the Unity of the Church; who can doubt but we 
are in a ſafe State, and may lay hold on Eternal Life, as 
promiſed in the Goſpel ? The Scripture is our warrant 
and encouragement herein; but if we are not fatisfy'd 
herewith, and ſhould defire the Opinion and Judgment 
of Men in this matter, it is likely we ſhall meet with 
ſome Condition or other added, to perplex and frigh- 
ten us; which yet we need not be ſollicitous about, be- 
cauſe it has no good Authority to ſupport it. 


III. I come to prove, that the Scriptures are a ſufficient 
Rule to anſwer all theſe Ends, And in the general, few 
Proteſtants will deny it. The Queſtion is, In what Senſe 
they are ſufficient ? And ſurely, no leſs can be allowed, 
than that they are ſufficient to all the Intents and Purpo- 
ſes for which we wanted them, and for which a Revela- 
tion was granted us by God. They are ſufficient to all 
the Ends that Hiſtory and Doctrine, Precepts and Exhor- 
tations, Promiſes and Threatnings, can anſwer; to prompt 
us in our dark and miſerable State to aim at flappinek, 
in the Love and Enjoyment of God; and to conduct us to 
it, In ſhort, they are ſufficiently full, and ſufficiently 

plain 
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ain for every Man, fo as that nothing of the ſame ki 
= be neceſſary to ſupply its Defects. : _ 

But yet the Sufficiency of Scripture can't be underſtood 
to exclude theſe following things; bat -on the coatrary, 
they are ſuppoſed by it, and entirely conſiſtent with it. 

I, The Uſe and Liberty of every Man's private Judg- 
ment, For-the Scripture can't dire& and regulate our 
Belief and Practice of itſelf, no more than a Rule can 
meaſure things of itſelf. Therefore we muſt conſider to 
whom the Scripture is given, as well as to what End, viz. 
to Perſons endued with Faculties of reaſoning, and judg- 
ing concerning the things therein revealed, and of com- 
paring all other things therewith. The Scripture is de- 
igned to inſtru every Man in thoſe things which are of 
the utmoſt Conſequence to him, and to furniſh him with 
the beſt Laws for the Conduct of Life. The great Im- 
portance hereof, as well as the Authority of its Author, 
and its expreſs Demands in calling upon Men to ſearch 
into it, make it the indiſpenſable Duty of every Man to 
employ all his Faculties in conſidering and weighing the 
Doctrines of Scripture, its Laws, and their Sanctions; 
and without this, how is it poſlible the Scripture ſhould 
ever obtain its intended effect? And it is a matter of the 
higheſt Vertue, for Perſons to be humble, diligent, and 
ſincere herein; according to which, every Man is accoun- 
table for himſelf unto God. And herein, as much as in 
any thing, conſiſts the Trial and Probation of every Man. 
How ſhall we be able to form our Judgments, or our 
Practice, as Chriſtians, but by ſearching into the Mind of 
Chriſt? And fince this Rule is given to all, we are all 
equally obliged to make uſe of it, as ſuch. And for this 
reaſon the Scriptures are accommodated to every Man's 
Capacity, in all thoſe things wherein he is concerned; 
for as far as they are abſolutely above the reach of any 
Man, ſo far they are not deſigned to be a Rule to him; 
no more than they can ia any caſe be a Rule to one who 
is abſolutely blind and deaf. But nothing that any par- 
ticular Perſon is concerned to know, is ſo; there being 
nothing of this kind which cloſe Study and a fincere Ap- 
_ plication, thro the Bleſſing of God, will not diſcover, 
And ſince Perſons are to be judged by the Scriptures, and 
every Man to give an account of himſelf; who can think 
himſelf excuſed from the trouble and pains of ſearching in- 


to them, and ſeeing with his own Eyes, what it is God 
| | requires 
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requires of him? And unleſs we do this, tho the Scrip. 
tares ſhould be a Rule to others, yet thro onr Negligence 
or Contempt, they are not ſo to us. And hereby we per- 
vert and deſtroy the Deſign of God in giving us a Reve- 
lation, For a Rule that is never applied to its Uſe, is ut- 
terly ſpoiled of its End, and fo is rendered inſignificant, 


and of no advantage, And if we take up with the Exa- 


mination of others, and acquieſce in the Sentiments of 
our Leaders, inſtead of the Scripture, they are our Rule; 
and inſtead of adhering to that which is certain and inva- 
riably ſo, we ſatisfy ourſelves with that which is fickle 
and uncertain: which brings in another thing to be con- 
ſidered, and joined with the Sufficiency of the Scrip- 
tures. 

2. The Aſſiſtance and Help of Men towards one ano- 
ther, in order to underſtand the Scripture. 

The Scripture has never been accounted by wiſe and 
learned Men altogether ſo plain and eaſy, but that it will 
require Study, and cloſe Application, to come to a clear 
Perception of the Will of God, in many Caſes. And 
this is very proper to exerciſe our Vertue, our Deſire, and 
Endeavour to get as good an [Inſight as poſſible into the 
Will of God; which, if it be conducted by a true deſign 
to pleaſe him, deſerves to be eſteemed one of the higheſt 
Chriſtian Vertues. And beſides, there are ſome great 
Difficulties and ſeeming Repugnancies, which require the 
help of human Learning, and a good ſhare of it too, to 
reſolve and reconcile : for which reaſon it is very proper 
that ſome Men ſhould make it the principal or ſole Buſi- 
neſs of their Lives, to ſearch into, and account for theſe 
things. And they who do fo, can't but be thought to ſee 
further into the Deſign and Meaning of Scripture than o- 
thers, and conſequently to be capable of teaching and in- 
ſtructing others. And if it be a proper Means to get 
Light into any part of Scripture, to receive and conſider 
the Inſtruction of thoſe, who have ſpent more Time and 
Study about theſe things, than we could; then it is alſo 
proper, and a Duty for us, to enquire and learn of them, 

ut they who teach, ought to give Reaſons and Argu- 
ments for what they teach, and never expect to be hear- 
ken d to, but for the ſake of them; and they who learn, 
ought ſeriouſly and candidly to examine their Inſtructions, 
and by comparing things that are leſs obvious with thoſe 
that are more plain and certain, be led by rational Steps 
into 


(32) 
into the Acknowledgment of the Truth. For ſuch a Suf. 
ficiency of Scripture cannot be allowed, as would exclude 

-any Means of Learning and Teaching that are proper, or 

that are inſtituted by Scripture, for illuſtrating or preſling 

it on the Minds of Men. 5 

3. Another thing to be joined with the Sufficiency of 

Scripture, is the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of God. 

And this is to be eſteemed and valued above all other 
Helps and Advantages whatever; becauſe he is the grand 

Efficient, that quickens and enlivens all other Means; he 

is an infallible Spirit, the Spirit of all Grace and Truth. 
Therefore in ſtudying the Scripture, we ought principally 

to make our Application unto him, and with all Humility 
keep our Souls in a cloſe dependance upon him. 
Men may by the force of Reaſon perceive the Truth of 

a Propoſition; but they have need of great Impartiality, 
Faithfulneſs, and a ready Diſpoſition to receive the Will 
of God, in order to take in all the ſublime Doctrines of 

the Goſpel in their true Senſe, and to feel the full force 
and weight of its Arguments and Perſuaſions. And this 
can never be done, but by the Aſſiſtance of the bleſſed 
Spirit of God, Therefore ſuch a Sufficiency of the Scrip- 
ture is not here pleaded for, as would in the leaſt render 
his kind and gentle Operations needleſs. And when this is 
granted, and it is alſo confidered, that he is always ready 
to aſſiſt thoſe who humbly and earneſtly deſire hi: a; and 
that it is promiſed, That whoſoever will do the Will of God, 

Hall know of the Doctrine whether it be of God, John vii.17. 
when theſe things are conſidered, have we not the higheſt 


reaſon to affirm, that the Scripture of itſelf is ſufficient for | 


all the Weakneſs and Blindnets of Men, fo as to exclude 
every thing of the ſame kind, that has been, or may be 

t upon a level and joined with it? that nothing elſe 

ould be a Rule, or of equal Force and Authority with 
it, or be put to the ſame Uſe, as the Scripture is and ought 
to be; but that all Canons, Articles, Decrees, Confeſ- 
ſions, Catechiſms, &c. ſhould be ſubordinate to the Scrip- 
ture, dependent upon it, and not have the leaſt force, 
but what is borrowed from it? and in ſhort, 'that every 
other thing ſhould be looked upon as voluntary or in- 
different, the Scripture only as neceſſary ? 2 

T. And ſome Proof hereof, one would think, might be 
taken from the Anthor of the Scriptures, eſpecially if we 
conſider alfo, the Perſons to whom they are given, 
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A Work of God ſyrely can't chuſe but be perfect, and 
exactly accommodated to anſwer its End. All his other 
Works are univerſally acknowledged to be ſo; and why 
this ſhould fall hort, which he himſelſ has magnified in 
4 particular manner, is not eaſily to be conceived; But it 
may be accounted ſor, Why Men are not ſo free and 
bearty, and unreſerved in owning and pleading for the 
Perfection of the Scriptures. Is there no cauſe of Suſpicion 
that this is owing to the Love of Power and Authority ? 
No wonder Men are very deſirous and forward to lend 
their helping Hand in a Matter which will redound to 


their on Intereſt and Honour. It has been undoubtedly 


worldly Ambition more than any ching elſe, that has put 
Men upon ſuch dangerous and preſumptuous Attempts, as 
to go about to perſect the Scriptures, to make out its De- 
ficiencies, and to ſupply that great Good to the Chriſtian 
Church, hy joining ſomething of their own to it, which 
the Seripture was not able to àccompliſn of itſelf z. for the 
natural Reſult hereof is, that Mentransfer to themſelves 
a ſhaxe of that Authority which belongs only to the 
Scripture. at) i 10 Bina 1 2 63 V14:1235411 
But ſince we allacknowledge the: Scripture came from 
Sod, who is only wiſe, and infinitely good, and that he 
gave us a Revelation with a ſincere Deſire to ma ke us 
wiſe unto Salyation, and has aſſured us, we ſha li he judged 
by that perfect Law of Liberty, and nothing elſe); can we 
the leaſt doubt of the Perfection and Sufficiency thereof? 


Ouan it be imagined. that God ſhouldadiſcover himſelſ, and 


make known his Will to Men ſunk into the groſſeſt Igno- 
rance, and yet not do it to purpoſe ? That he ſhould leave 
any thing to be ſupplied by Men overwhela'd with ſuch 
Darkneſs as we are Naeh itz 

2. Let us conſider what the Scripture {peaks of itſelf, 
and we ſha ll id ſome ſtrong ee to this pur 
poſe : beſides that the Nature of the thing ſeems to de- 
termine, that nothing ought to be joined and put upon a 
level with it, becauſe every thing elſe is to he meaſured by 
it, and derives all its Excellence and Uſefulneſs merely 
from! its conformity to Scripture, But let us hear how 
the Apoſtle teaches us to think of this matter: am 4 
Child (fays he to Timothy) thou haſt known the Holy Sgrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee miſe unto Saludtion, thro 
Faith which is in Jeſus Chriſty 2 Tim. 3. 15, In which, 
e Words, 
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mide uſe of to explain and illuſtrate it, as long as they 
are made to obſerve a due Reverence to Scripture,” and 


CLE 
Words, the Sufficiency of the Scriptures is poſitively al- 
ſerted, and ſo as to exclude every thing that is judged like 
Scripture, or agreeable to it. And we may obſerve, this 
Sufficiency is aſcribed to the ie yeeuwuala, which can ne- 
ver be thought to exclude the Words or Letter of Scrip- 
ture, bat to intimate, that the Scripture has this virtue 
in the Words which God has given it. And it follows; 
All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God, The Phraſe 
here is a little altered, nioa'yeagd, to lignify, that as Men 
were inſpired by God, to expreſs his Mind in proper 
Words, ſo this Inſpiration did continue with them till 
they had committed thoſe Words unto writing; and that 
as it ſtands now before us in the Writings of the Apoſtles 
and 4 It is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, 
for Currection, for Inſtruct ion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man 
of God may be perfett, — furniſhed for every good 
Work, So that the Scripture lying in its own Words, is 
ſufficient-to make Men perfect, and therefore does not 
require any thing to be added to it; 1 e. to be ſet upon 


a level with it, or to be applied to the fame uſe, or as 


neceſſary to make it effectual: for it can be no deroga- 
tion to Scripture, - that other Words and Phraſes are 


never ſuffered to intrude upon its Authority. | 
And the Apoſtle, at the cloſe of the Goſpels, tells us, 
they are ſufficient to work in us à ſaving Faith: Thefe 
things are written, that ye might believe that Jeſus is the 
Chri#t, the Son of God and that believing, ye might have 
Life thro his Name, John 20, 31. Chriſt alone had the 
Words of Eternal Life; bad he faithfally and exactly 
delivered them to his Diſciples, as he had heard and re- 
ceived them from the Father: and his Apoſtles having re- 
ceived a Commiſſion from him, and being conducted by 
the Spirit of all Truth, have undoubtedly tranſmitted all 
thoſe things unto us, which we are concerned to know or 
do in order to Eternal Life. Where therefore ſhall we 
be able to lay any Charge, or to ground the leaſt Suſpi- 
cion that any thing is wanting to make the Scripture a 


perfect Rule? That which was from the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have ſeen with our Eyes, which we 


have looked upon, and our Hands have handled of the Words 


M Liſe; that which we have ſeen, declare we unto you, that 
ye 


fo may have Fellowſhip with us: and truly our ey 
Sree | '"" Pip 
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(35) 
ſhip is with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Criſt. 
I John 1,3, Here we are taught, that the Scripture it- 
ſelf is the foundation of our Fellowſhip with the Apoſtles, 
and that by adhering to this ſingle Rule, we build upon 
the ſame Foundation with him, and by this means ob- 
tain Fellowſhip with God and with Jeſus Chriſt. But 
how can they, who inſiſt upon any other Foundation, be 
thought to maintain Felowſhip with the Apoſtles ? So 
far at leaſt as Men depart from this Foundation, or ſtand 
upon any other, ſo far they ſeem to lay and build upon a 
Foundation of their own, and to fall ſhort of the Fellowſhip 
ſpoken of, The Apoſtle adds, Yer, + Theſe things write 
we unto you, that your Joy may be full, ey therefore 
who cloſely adhere to the things that are written, have a 
foundation of perfect Joy. 

And, to add but one Text more, which ſtands at the 
cloſe of the Scriptures, like a flaming Sword, that turns 
every way to guard and preſerve the Words of Eternal 


Life: For 7 teftify unto every Man, that heareth the Words 


of the Prophecy of this Book, If any Man ſhall add unto 
theſe hams, Ged Mor add 14 bin the Plagues that are 
written in this Boot; and if any Man ſhall take from the 
Words of the Book of this Prophecy, God ſpall take away 
his part out of the Book of Liſe, and out of the holy City, 
and from the things which are written in this Boot: Rev.22, 
18, 19, Awful Words indeed ! But yet by woful Expe- 
ny the Chriſtian Church has been taught, that Men 

ave found out ways to evade the Terror of them in a 


gout meaſure. Some Perſons, we are told, have been 
o wicked, as to attempt to corrupt and alter the Sacred 
Text itſelf, as Marcion and his Followers, Others have 
thought, that if they did not go ſo great a length, they 
were ſafe enough, and might take the liberty of bring- 
ing in and ſetting up other things as neceſſary. Thus the 
Papiſts have ſet Oral Tradition upon a level with the 
Scripture, And it were to be wiſhed, Proteſtants had 
never exalted their Articles and Confeſſions of Faith a- 
bove what the nature of human things would have per- 
mitted, But thus Men have acted; as if this Text had 
been only deſigned to guard againſt inſerting Words and 
Sentences into Scripture which are not there, or blottin 

them out which are. This undoubtedly is the highe 

and groſſeſt Preſumption, and what may here principally 
be condemned; bur it ſeems to - Tg towards it, ”- 
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e 
that 77 nearly, for Perſons to exalt and magnify any 
Set of Words or Articles into the room and place of Serip- 
ure; becauſe this can't be done without imputing ſome 
fect to Scripture, which ſuch an Attempt is deſigned to 
apply, and which, this Text is therefore deſign'd to guard 
againſt. And indeed, it is greatly to be fear'd, that the 
Guilt of adding to Scripture is in a great meaſure incurr'd 
either of theſe two ways, | 
I.) When Perſons aſcribe thoſe Properties to any Form 
of Words, which are due to the Scripture only, as Men 
do when they call any Summary of Religion, drawn up in 


their. own or others Words, that Form of ſound Words, 


which the Apoſtle commands us to hold faft : This feems 
to be making Scripture of it at once, Or when they 
aſcribe to any human Performance, Certainty, Perfection, 
Authority, or Neceſſity, which are the incommunicable 
Properties of Scripture. | | 
(2.) When they apply other Things to that Uſe, which 
Scripture is defien'd by God, and only able to anſwer: 
As when Articles and Creeds are made the Rule of Faith, 
or the Inſtrament and Centre of Chriſtian Union; or 
when they make Canons and Directories the ſettled anal- 
terable Rule of Chriſtian Worſhip or Diſcipline. 
From theſe, with many other Places which might be 
mention'd, we find the Scripture ſpeaks of it ſelf, and 
ought therefore to be regarded by vs as our only Rule. 
3. But if the Scripture is ngt ſufficient, how ſhall we 
be able to ſupply its Defects? The Papiſts openly refer 
to Tradition: Proteſtants are frighted at this, and de- 
fire only that a ſpiritual Guide may be allowed, or that 
the Authority of the Church may be admitted to have 
ſome Weight; and therefore that Articles and Confeſ- 
ſions, Homilies/ and Catechiſms, may have a Subliſtence in 
the Church, as well as Scripture. Which Things are in 
themſelves, indeed, not only tolerable, but may be very 
uſeful if they are depriv'd of all Authority: Take out 
that Sting, and they are harmleſs, and have their Uſe, _ 
But ſince no Man, or Body of Men, can claim Autho- 
rity over others, without proving their [nfallibility and 
Commiſſion to exerciſe it; ſo the leaſt Degree of Autho- 
rity. cannot be allowed to any thing that comes from them. 
The Apoſtles. never pretended to it but upon this Foun- 
dation; which they eſtabliſhed by a divine Power of work: 
ing Miracles. But where ſhall we find that any Church, 
* or 
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or Biſhop, or Prieſt, have ever done the like fince, unleſs 
we belies: the Papiſts in thoſe Matters, which a true Pro- 
teſtant would be loth to do in a Thing of ſo great Im- 
portance? N 

And, in ſhort, ſhould one ever be perſuaded to believe 
the Holy Scriptures defective in any fingle Point, or not 
ſufficient of themſelves to anſwer any truly Chriſtian End, 
and at the ſame time conſider the Weakneſs, the Pride, 
and Paſſions of Men; one would be apt to think they ought 


to remain juſt as they are, and never be ſupplied by any 


thing that is human. 


IV. I proceed now, in the laſt place, to make ſome 
few Corollaries. LEONE. TO 

1. Since the Scripture is our only Rule, then all Doc- 
trines, Commandments, and Injunctions, ought to be ex- 
_— and judged of by the Scripture, and by nothing 
elle, | 

Men, whoſe Office it is to teach others, ought willingly 
to ſubmit every thing they deliver to be examined by this 
Rule: They ought alſo to preſs thoſe who hear them ne- 
ver to admit or receive any thing upon their Word; but 
firſt to apply the Scripture to its proper Uſe, and to re- 
ceive it juſt as far as they find it agrees with Scripture, 
and no further. And Perſons who defire to learn, ought 
to employ the Faculties which God has given them in 
ſearching the Scriptures, and comparing all Inſtruction 


and Admonition that is offered them with the Scriptur | 


and nothing elſe, This vas andoubtedly the primitive an 
apoſtolick way: How greatly does St, Paul encourage this 
Practice, when he recommends the Bereans to us on this 
account, and'tells ns that their Faith was wrought in them 
by this means? Theſe were more noble than thoſe in Theſ- 
falonica, in that they received the Word with all Readineſs 
of Mind, and ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe 
ings, viz, Which an Apoſtle preached unto them, were 
fo: therefore many of them believed, Acts 17. 11, And 
whatever our Faith be, if we happen to be in the right, 
and fall into the Truth without any Sollicitude, 'or Study, 
or Pains of our own, ſuch a Faith is not ſo likely to la 
nor ta prodace thoſe good Works which are the Life of a 
true and juſtifying Faith. But tho it be plainly the-Du 
of every Man to judge for himſelf, by that Rule whic 
God has given him, yet the contrary Practice has m—_ 
| muc 
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much prevail'd in the World, and has been attended with 
many miſchievous Conſequences, which are very flagrant 
in Popiſh Countries, and too viſible among Proteſtants. 
But thanks be to God, this Evil is not yet univerſal; for if 
it ſhould, none can tell into what Chriſtianity would in a 
little time degenerate. 

2. Since the Scripture is a ſufficient and perſect Rule, 
hence we nagy jadgs Articles, Creeds, and ſuch like Com- 


poſitions, to be altogether needleſs. 
If we allow any of theſe to be neceſſary, we deſtroy 


the Sufficiency of the Scripture ; for if any thing beſides 


Scripture be neceſſary, That alone cannot be ſufficient, 
But many Perſons aſcribe ſo great Virtue and Uſefulneſs to 


Articles and Confeſſions of Faith, that tho they will not 
directly fay they are neceſſary, yet they think they can't 


be laid aſide without the utmoſt Detriment to Truth, 
an that che Scripture will ſuffer a vaſt Injury by the want 
ol them. | 
Others, tho they can't but own the Scriptures to be ſuf- 
ficient, | yet think 28 Interpretations neceſſary to 
convey à right Senſe of them; and that without taking 
the right Senſe of them, which is no other than their In- 
terpretation, Perſons wreſt them to their own Deſtruc- 
tion; and unleſs we underſtand them as the true Church 
has always underſtood them, they will not profit us: And 
by the true Church, they only mean that Part of Mankind, 
which have been the Authors and Abettors of thoſe Opi- 
nions, which they have the Happineſs to fall into. 
But nothing of al! this can conſiſt with the Sufficiency 


and Perfection of the Scriptures : For if the Uſe and Ad- | 


vantage of - Scripture depends upon the Interpretations of 
any Men, fo that it can't obtain its End without them, 
then theſe Interpretations ſtand upon a Level with Scrip- 
ture, are as uſeful, as important, as neceſſary as Scrip- 
ture itſelf, and therefore can't by any means be ſeparated 
from Scripture. And the Reaſon hereof mult be, becauſe 
the Scripture is deficient in reſpect either of Fulneſs, 
or of Clearneſs, If we charge it upon the former, the 
Conſequence is, that God has made a partial Revelation 
of his Mind, and left us a Liberty to add unto it, contrar 


to expreſs words in it: If upon the latter, it comes muc 


to the ſame 1 for a Revelation not ſufficiently plain can 


no more anſwer its End, or be made uſe of as a Roe, 
wer | 3 
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than if it was maimed, or wanted any of its Parts, until 
ſomething is added to it, or altered in it, ] 
Beſides, if we muſt take the Interpretation of the Chureh 
for the Meaning of Scripture, then it follows that the Scrip- 
ture is fo far from being a ſufficient Rule, that the Judg- 
ment of the Church is a Rule ſuperior to it. This alſo 
puts an end to the Liberty of private Judgment, and ſeems 
to have this great Impiety attending it, That it aſcribes 
that Power and Aſſiſtance to the Church, which the 
- Scripture does only aſcribe to the infallible Spirit of 
' G g , 

And fince human Articles, &c. are not neceſſary, it is 
hard to imagine what ſhould move Men to ſpeak ſo man 
good Words concerning them, and to contend fo earneſt- | 
y for them, as has been done: for theſe have been made 
the Foundation of all the Perſecutions that have ever been | 
committed by Chriſtians againſt one another; and when ' 
they have ſerved ſach good - Purpoſes, have been uſed 
to juſtify and excuſe them all. And if they are really 

-needleſs Things, it would be a great Happineſs to the 
World, and * great Credit to the Chriſtian Profeſ- 
ſion, that they ſhould always be uſed as needleſs Things. 
3. Since the Scripture is a ſufficient and perſect Rule, 
al * no of Communion beſides the Scripture are ſinful- 

im d. 26 ; 
Tiba common _ indeed, that Chriſtian Socie- 
ties have the ſame Power, Rights, and Privileges, as Ci- 
vil Societies, to make what Laws they judge meet for 
their Regulation, to admit or reje& whom they pleaſe 
as Members thereof, But this Notion ſeems to be built 
upon a very wrong Foundation; for Perſons may form 
themſelves into Civil Societies by a Right and Power ori- 
ginally inherent in themſelves, which God has granted to 
every Man, with liberty to uſe it at his own Diſcretion 
for his own Safety, or for any honeſt Advantage; an 
therefore every Man, as he ſees fit, may join all the Abi- . 
lities he is poſſeſſed of in any kind, to preſerve and defend, 
or enlarge his own and others Rights and r as 
far as is conſiſtent with natural Juſtice : And a Society 
thus form'd, have an abſolute Power within themſelves to 
determine and agree upon any Laws which they judge ne- 
ceſſary or uſeful to the publick Safety, or common Good. 
And the Wiſdom with which God has endued Men, is ſuf- 
ficient to direct them to proper means to obtain _ 
* 


"> TE) 
they wank, or all that for which they were determined 
to incorporate and enter into ſuch. a Society; and there- 
| fore in-making Laws, or admitting Members, or any ſuch 
thing, they need only conſult common Prudence. 

But a Chriſtian Society is form'd quite another 
Foundation, not upon the Choice and Conſent of Men: 
' -for tha every Man who enters into a Chriſtian Society 
ought to do it freely and willingly, otherwiſe he can't be 
accounted a ſincere and true Member of it; yet it is the Will 
and Commandment of Chriſt, the only King and Sove- , 
reign of Chriſtians, that does conſtitute and give Being to 
it: Tis by virtue of this only that they become properly 
Chriſtian; and as ſoon as they ceaſe to act in his Name, 
and to be ſubject to his Authority, they immediately ceaſe 
to be Chriſtian. a 1 

No Man by entring into ſuch a Society yup with-any 
Rights of his own, nor devolves upon another any Power 
and Authority over him; becauſe he has none of himſelf. | 
And as the Original is different, ſo are the Laws by 
which: it is governed, they being fixed and unalterable, 
accommodated already to every Caſe: and Neceſlity; ſo 
that no Difficulty or Exigence that may hereafter ariſe, 
eum juſtif Perſons in making the leaſt; Change in them. 
The Terms and Conditions required of all are ſettled, 
and muſt remain, as they are deliver'd to us, fixed for 
ever, being no other than Faith and Repentance. And 
| -Wholoever performs theſe, has a Right to Chriſt ian Fel. 

lowyſhip and Communion, that neither the Governors of 
the Church, nor the whole Collective Body of Chriſtians, 
can by any juſt: Means hinder him of; And this few/Per- 
ſons are afraid to grant, reſerving to themſelves a Power 
of ning Faith and Repentance in their own way. 
But if the Scripture be our only Rule, there can be 
but one way of explaining Faith, there can be no 
other Meaſure to try it by than the Scripture: He that 
aſſents hereunto, muſt be ad judged to believe, and con- 
ſequently to have perform d the Condition of Faithe He 
that owns the whole Scripture, and ſincerely endeavours 
to tale it in the true Meaning of it, according to the Ad- 
vantages and Capacities which God has given him, muſt, 
with reſpe&' to his Beljef, be taken for à Chriſt ian; unlek 
Men will call in the Affiſtance of ſomething elſe to exz 
mine and prove him. But ſince Chriſt has left his Diſc- 
ples nothing elſe, Perſons; need not be ſollicitous _—_ 


: |S - ' ” 


TRE i, es 
any thing further: For what faith the Scripture? The 
ch Word is nigh thee, even in i Mouth, and in thy Heart, 
that is, the Word of Faith, which we preach: That if thou 
Halt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe 
in thine Heart that God has raiſed him from the Dead, thou + 
alt be ſaved. Rom. 10. 8, 9. And ſhall Men pretend to 
ſuch an Equality with the inſpired Writers, as to call the 
Words they themſelves make uſe of, the Word of Faith? 
If not, how can they inſiſt upon any thing elſe but that 
Word of Faith which the Apoſtles preached ? This is the 
only Foundation that is ſettled by God, and no Man is 
or can be obliged to believe any thing but what is propoſed 
to him by God, nor can any thing bear his Authority but 
his own Word : Whatever, therefore, is enjoined beſides 
his Word, muſt bear ſome other Authority. 

But ſince Chriſtians are to be united by Faith, Eph. 4. 13. 
it is impoſſible to conceive what ſhould or can unite them 
herein, but the pure Word of God; which is therefore 

called rhe Faith of God's Elect, Tit. 1. 1. and again, the 
common Faith, v. 4 And ſo Chriſtians are called tha 
Houſbold of Faith, becauſe they entirely agree in the Rea» 
ſon and Foundation of their Faith, and believe the ſame 


— — 


ed, Things as far as the Variety of Mens Judgments, and their 
for different Capacities and Advantages will permit; and take 
nd care never to admit any thing to be the Object of their 
el. Faith, but what is revealed by God: for different Inter- 
of pretations of Scripture ought to be conſidered as Matters 
ns, of private Opinion; and fince the. Scripture never. does, 
er- we ought never to call and inſiſt upon theſe as our 
er Faith, 'S 


. HBeſides, different Sentiments in Religion can no more 
be be prevented by. human Articles and Confeſſions, ſhould 
they be generally received and admitted, than by adhe- | 
ring to the Scriptures only; unleſs we ſuppoſe that Men 
* can do their Work more perfectly than God has done his, 
Me and expreſs his Mind better than he himſelf has done. 
m Nay, we find it true in fact, that where theſe Things have 
4. been allowed, Perſons have ſoon found out ways to evade 
.. the Senſe and Meaning of thoſe who firſt compiled them; 
6 and ſhould the ſame critical Skill and Subtlety be employ- 
"a ed upon them, as has been exerciſed about the Scripture, { 
, one may eaſily believe the Senſe. of them would entirely 
it W © Vaniſh, and be loſt, And what wonderful Sucteſs has at- 


ended theſe Things? Why, ee . 


profound Reverence to them, and have extolled them to 
; that degree, that the Scripture it {elf has been underva- 
lued for their ſake. And here Perſons have ſettled with 
the greateſt Security, and have been afraid to conſult the 
| Scripture, leſt they ſhould find any Defect in their Articles, 

. and ſo appear to be fickle and ſhaken in their own Minds, 

3 And they who have taken the liberty to ſearch the Scrip 
tures, have groaned under the Burden of human Sub. 
| ſcriptions, and heartily longed for the glorious Liberty of 

grounding their Faith upon the pure Word of God only. 

Others have for Conſcience ſake refuſed; and whether 

theſe are the only Perſons that have broke the Unity 
of the Faith, is not hard to determine: for in reality 
theſe Things are ſo far from being a proper means to pre- 
ſerve the Unity of the Faith, that they have been the chief 

Engines to deftroy it. Theſe are the Things that have 

rent and divided the Houſhold of God into fo many Seas 

and Hereſies, that have render'd the common Faith pri- 
vate and particular, and have given Life and Nouri ſhment 
to all Parties and Factions among Chriſtians; nay, have 
not only broke the Unity of Faith, but of Love too: 

For by theſe, Men have been embolden'd to cenſure and 
excommanicate one another; nay, have not ſtuck to 
Kill and flay thoſe who have refuſed ſuch reaſonable Condi- 
tions of Peace, 

But ſome will ſay, How can theſe Things that are 
agreeable to Scripture, and contain the Meaning of it, be 
capable of doing fo much harm? Why the miſchief is, 
the more Per ſons are perſuaded that they agree with Scrip- 
ture, the more Zeal is raiſed to propagate them, and the 
greater Indignation againſt all that refuſe them; the more 
Innocent they look, the greater Tenderneſs do they ex- 
cite. But yet let Men ſtrive their utmoſt, different 
Words will be liable to a different Senſe; and Men can't 
To exactly expreſs the Mind of God, ſo fully and ſo clear- 
ly both, in their own Words, as he has done it in his: And 

if they could, ſome honeſt Chriſtians -wonld like the 
Words of God, for his ſake, better than theirs. But yet, 
how is it poſſible that Men ſhould Coup ae the 
Senſe of the Word of God in the Words of their Wiſdom, 
in long Creeds and Confeſſions, and eſpecially when they 

undertake for the moſt ſublime Doctrines of the Goſpel ! 

Let us a little conſider the Myſteries of the Goſpel: 

Some Sefts of Chriſtians very greedil lay claim to _—_ 
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and bear hard upon others as not underſtanding their Re- 
ligion, . becauſe they don't rightly underſtand and take 
in theſe Myſteries; and by this they are apt to judge that 
Chriſtianity, or our common Faith, is 2 unto 
them; and therefore are unwilling that others ſhould join 
with them in the Fellowſhip and Communion of Chriſtians. | 
And the Teſt they uſe to diſcover Perſons by, is not the / 
Scripture, but Words and Phraſes of their own Invention; 
and they who can't own and receive them, are look'd upon 
as reprobate concerning the Faith, But how Men ſhould be- 
come ſo well acquainted with the ſecret Things of God, 
as to be able to expreſs them better, or as plainly and 
ſurely as he has done, and to make Perſons ſenſible that 
they have done ſo, while at the ſame time they own theſe 
Things are aboye their Comprehenſion, wants to be ac- 
counted for ; eſpecially when one conſiders that their No- 
tion of a Myſtery is not barely a Thing hard to be under- 
ſtood, or that does not admit of many clear and certain 
Inferences, or which does not furniſh us with Principles 
and Arguments to prove other Things by, as Things that 
are plain and certain do: But a Myſtery is with them a kind 
of Paradox, à ſeeming Contradiction, and yet no Contra- 
diction, However, they are not content to let theſe 
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a Myſteries lie ſo, as they are propoſed to our Faith by 
1. God, but venture to ſtrip them of Scripture-Expreſſions, 
and clothe them in Words of their on; and then are apt 
* to ſay they are plain, undeniable, and demonſtrable, and 
— ſo require Perſons to receive them as fundamental Articles 
4 of Faith, a 
a But it ſeems repugnant to the Nature of a Chriſtian 
£ Society to require any Terms of Communion, but what ſ 
— are ſupported immediately by the Authority of God, and 
* ſo come with a common Force and Obligation upon all, 
ie as every Word of God does, and nothing elſe : And there- 
% fore to impoſe any thing human, is to ſet up an Authority, 
* and pretend an Obligation without ſufficient Grounds; 
10 and it can hardly be done without exerciſing Tyranny 


ne over the Conſciences of Men, Moreover, as far as Men 
0 do this, they act like a Human, not a Chriſtian Society, 
be becauſe they don't preſerve a due Regard to Chriſt as their 
only King, nor to his Will as their only Rule. 


— . Since the Scripture is our only Rule, our Zeal theres 
1! 1 8 be principally employed about the Scrip- 
E y 
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Concern to ſuppreſs them, 


80 e 
Teal is a vehement Affection, that does always much 
good or much harm where-ever it prevails, It ought to 
be the product of a cool Head, of ſober Judgment, and 
mature Deliberation; but it too frequently takes its Riſe 
from warm Imaginations and haſty Concluſions, Perſons 
ſhould be fully ſatisfy'd in their own Minds, and that upon 
good and ſolid Grounds, before they make uſe of it, and 
even then, never ſuffer themſelves to be led by it, but al- 
ways keep it under ſtrict Government; for if Perſons 
don't know how to manage it, they may be hurried into 
great Extravagancies and Abſurdities, which they never 
thought of, and in their heat were uncapable of guarding 
againſt, And in managing this Paſſion, we ſhould have 
a ſtrict regard to the Certainty and Importance of things, 
and ſuffer it to riſe or fall in exact proportion to theſe : 
and whatever Perſons. are zealous for, if they don't take 
; right courſe, and uſe proper means, they only expoſe 
themſelves, and betray their Cauſe. e "ue 
. Now lince we acknowledge the Scripture to be a ſuffici- 
ent and perfect Rule, it well deſerves our greateſt and 
Yrincipal Zeal; becauſe nothing elſe can be of fo great 

ſe and Importance, as that which is the Rule and Mea- 
ſure of all other things, We ſhould endeavour with all 
our Might to preſerve the Standard, that it be never al- 
tered nor corrupted any way, and that nothing ſhould be 
A1 with it, that does not come up to the ſame Cer- 

inty and Perfection; and that nothing ſhould be put into 
its Place, and applied to the ſame Uſe that the 1 7 
only is deſigned for. This is a matter of the utmoſt Im- 
portance, becauſe all our Principles, and all our Practice 
too, depend upon it: and tis likewiſe of the greateſt 
Certainty, becauſe we are all ſatisfied that the Scripture 
Ts the only Word of God ; and fo the Apoſtle exhorts us, 
to contend. earneſtly for the Fiith mhich was once delivered 
Yo. the Saints, Jude 3, z, e, the Word, or Rule of Faith, 
Which we have in our Bibles; for We know of nothing 

Iſe that was ever delivered to them. And as other things 
do more or leſs tend to explain and illuſtrate the Scripture, 
or any way to make it effeual ; ſo they do by their rela- 
tion to it require a proportionable degree of Zeal to pro- 
mote. them: and in like manner, all thoſe things that do 
any way hinder the Succeſs of Scripture, or derogate from 
its Authority, call for a propottionable degree of Zealand 
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As the Scripture therefore is our only Rule of Fai - 
Cc. ſo it ought to be the only Rule of our religious Teal; 
for this Pa ſſion ſhould always work according to Know- 
ledge ; and we are to take all our Inſtructions from Ps 
ture only, So that if we are zealous for Matters of Fait 
or Worſhip, or Holineſs, we ſhould be wholly governed 
by the Scripture, which teaches us how to form a Jadg- 
ment of theſe things, and what ſtreſs to lay upon them. 

But we ought to conſider, that what is delivered to us 
there in plain and 4 5 Words, is undoubtedly true, 
and acknowledged to be fo, by all who own it to be the 
Word of God, And our concern that it ſhould be accord- 
ingly received, and approved by Men, making the beft 
uſe of their Faculties to underſtand and act according to 
it, may juſtly be reckon'd a Zeal for Truth: but as ſoon 
as we go oft this Foundation, we come upon a new and 
different one; the Senſe we put upon Scripture, or the 
Conſequences we draw from it, in things that are not 
plain or ſelf evident, as Matters of the greateſt Impor- 
tance are, being only probable, we can't be ſure that theſe 
are true, as we are that the very Words of Scripture are 
ſo; for inſtead of the Teſtimony of God, we now ſtand 
upon our own : our Zeal therefore ought to abate,” and 
can only be looked upon as a Concern for probable Evi- 
dence to fix and ſupport the Senſe of Scripture, And if 
it be contained within theſe Bounds,it is undoubtedly 
good and commendable ; for we ought'to uſe all the Ar- 

aments we can to ſupport and propagate what, after a 

rious Examination, appears to us to be the Mind of God. 
But if any don't receive it as ſuch, we can't immediately 
conclude that he is blind; as we may, if any 'reje& the 
wholeſome Words of Scripture, gn 
But ſome Perſons will ſay, that what appears true to 
them, they can't chuſe but eſteem the Truth, and contend 
for it as Truth; and therefore a Zeal to propagate Arti- 
cles of Faith, &c. which they believe to be true, is in 
them a Zeal for Truth. And this ſeems to be real 
Spring of all the Quarrels, and Cenſures, and Perſecutions, 


hich have ever troubled the Chriſtian Church, and there - 
oo deſerves to be taken a little notice of. 6 
And without meddling with the Philoſophical Notion of 
Truth, let us conſider what the Scripture repreſents to us 
under that Notion; where, with reſpect to our preſent 
MCG 1 Wc ra ä Pur: 
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Purpoſe; we ſhall find this word Truth is attributed to theſe “ 


following things. 
or Bleſſed Lord and Saviour is, by way of Emi- 


nene, called the Truth : I am the 9, the Truth, and 
? 


the Lie, John 14. 6. And he is fo called, without doub 
he was in the Boſom of the Father, and clectly 
acquainted with all the Counſels of God; which, as far 
as he Was commiſſioned to do, he has revealed to us with 
the utmoſt exactneſs, and without the leaſt poſlibility of 
impoſing on us: All things that I have heard of my Father, 
have. I made known' unto you, John 15. 15. And as he is 
called the Truth, ſo we are accordingly required to believe 
in him, and may repoſe our Truſt and Confidence in him 
with the utmoſt ſatisfaction, becauſe he is the Truth, and 
cannot deceive us. | | 
2. The Revelation of the 9 by the Apoſtles and 
Evangeliſts, is alſo called the Truth: Who will have all 
Aen tu be ſaved, and to come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 
1 Jim 2. 4. and in divers other places. And it is ſo called, 
becauſe tho it was delivered to the World by fallible Men, 
yet being aſſiſted and conducted by the infallible Spirit of 
God; who fully underſtood the whole Mind of God, and 
is a * of Truth, they could not deliver any thing to 
us beſides Truth; and accordingly. we are required to be- 


lieve herein. And that we might be fatisfy'd that this is 


a ſure Foundation of our Faith, we are told, that the very 
Words in which, it ſtands, were indited by this infallible 
Spirit : Which things alſo we ſpeak, not in the Words which 
Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, 


| Cor. 2. 13. And for this reaſon our Faith ſhould not 
ſtand in human Words, which are not a ſure Foundation 


upon which we may ſafely rely; but if we would believe 
nothing but Truth, we ſhould ground our Faith only on 
the Words of the Spirit of Truth, which are the Power 
of God: and ſo the Goſpel of our Salvation is called the 


| Word of Truth, Eph. 1. 13. * 


3. Beſides theſe things, the plain and undeniable Doc- 
trines and Precepts of the Law of Nature are called the 
Truth : For the Wrath of G od is revealed from Heaven a. 
gainſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs. of Men, who hold 
the Truth in Unriglit eouſueſi, Rom, 1. 18. By the Truth 
here, is meant that Righteouſneſs which the Law of Na- 


ture does teach Men; and becauſe it does ſo plainly and 


clearly inſtruct them in the Knowledge of God, and the 
N Duties 
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Duties of Morality, therefore the Scripture does voucks 
ſafe to give the Name of Truth to its Diſcoveries. "As as 
gain, Ver. 25. Who have changed the Truth of God into 4 
Lye; i. e. the Knowledge of God, which he had inipreſs'd 
on their Minds, and which did appear with ſuch ſtrong 


and clear Evidence, that it was worthy to be called 6e 


Truth, 

Hence we may ſee what it is to be zealous far Truth, 
and how Perſons may unite upon the Foundation of Scrip- 
ture, without prejudice to the Truth. But if we go beyond 
theſe things, and are zealous to enjoin upon others our 

rivate Sentiments and Interpretations of Scripture, we 
by no warrant to call this a Zeal for Truth : Tho if 
while we maintain the ſole Authority of Scripture, we 
employ our belt Abilities in ſabſerviency to it, and uſe 
our Reaſonings and Deductions as human probable Argu- 
ments only, to illuſtrate and enforce it, leaving others 
entirely at liberty to judge for themſelves of ſuch our Ex- 
1 by the Scripture itſelf; this is indeed a lauda- 

le Zeal, may be of great uſe to our Fellow - Chriſtian 
— undoubtedly be approved by our bleſſed Lord an 
aſter. 

If we endeavour to aſſert and maintain the Ground up- 
on which the Scripture ſtands, to keep it clean and free 
from all Rubbiſh, that Perſons may ſee it is Holy 
Ground, and never admit any human Compoſure to in- 
trude into the ſame place; if we ſincerely endeavour to 
ſhew the Excellence, the Clearneſs, and Perfe&ion of 


Scripture, to draw Men to a cloſer Study and reverend 


Regard of it; but above all, if we live and walk by this 
Rule, and our Converſations be ſuch as become the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, then do we ſhew a Zeal for Truth which is 
according to Knowledge: but if we ſet up our own Inter- 
pretations of Scripture, or the Creeds and Conſeſſions of 
good Men, tho long approved, and call theſe things the 
Truth, not only inſiſting upon them our ſelves, and reſol- 
ving never to depatt from them, but alſo requiring others 
to receive them as ſuch ; in doing thus, we place Reaſon 
upon a level with Revelation, and ſuch a Zeal may be 
— ected to be nothing better than Bigotry and Enthu- 
laim. 
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